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The Flower Queen, Emily Ngau, has
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703-759-9200

SERVING YOU

SINCE 1998

OPEN
SUNDAYS

EXCELLENT REPUTATION FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE & SUPERIOR CRAFTSMANSHIP

Couristan • Fabrica • Masland • Mirage • StantonCouristan • Fabrica • Masland • Mirage • Stanton

FALL SUPER SALE!!!

BIG SAVINGS ON:
• Wall-to-Wall Carpet
• Wool Wall-to-Wall Carpet
• Stair & Hall Runners
• In-Home Fabrication
• Prefinished Hardwood
• Custom Sand & Finish
• Ceramic
• Sisal Rugs
• Oriental Rugs
• Custom Border Rugs
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“We don’t just call
someone and say, ‘Hi, build
me a fire station and bill
me when you’re done.”

— Ken Lim,
project manager

News

See Tunnel,  Page 8See New Station,  Page 28

Great Falls Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-917-6428 or greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

By Mike DiCicco

The Connection

W
hile designs for the new
Great Falls Fire Station are
nearly finalized, plans for
the building’s wastewater

management and the timing for the con-
struction of a right-turn lane to accommo-
date the closing of the cut through on the
station’s property are less certain.

The cut through created by a fire station
parking lot and driveway between
Georgetown Pike and Walker Road, which
currently alleviates congestion at the inter-
section of those two roads, will be closed
as soon as construction begins in the com-
ing spring. But construction of a right-turn
lane from southbound Walker Road onto
Georgetown Pike is scheduled to begin al-
most a year later and to be completed
around the summer of 2010, county offi-
cials told members of the Great Falls Citi-
zens Association (GFCA) at a meeting last
Thursday, Nov. 13.

Max Hojatzadeh, the engineer designing
the turn lane, said the county was doing
everything in its power to get it built sooner.

Ken Lim, project manager for the fire sta-
tion construction, said the rebuilding could
not be put off until the turn lane is built.
“The longer we wait, the cost is going to
be different,” he said.

MEANWHILE, county officials are still
planning to continue to have wastewa-
ter hauled off the site by truck, but are
also exploring the last remaining option
for a septic field. Carey Needham, deputy
director of planning and design for the
Public Works Department, said the
county was talking with the owner of the
house behind the fire station about testing
the house’s yard to see if it would be suit-
able for a septic field. He said the county
would know in the next two or three months

whether buying the property for a septic
field was a viable option.

If so, purchase of the property would re-
quire additional funds, Lim said. In the

course of 30 years — the station’s minimum
expected life span — the pump-and-haul
method would cost about half of the $1.2
million that buying the land would cost, Lim
said.

He said a maximum of two to three trips
per week would be required for hauling
wastewater, although the number of trips
would probably end up being lower. In ac-
cordance with state code, the wastewater
tank will hold 20,000 gallons, about 10
times the size of the existing tank.

The new turning lane will stretch more

By Mirza Kurspahic

The Connection

T
unnel supporters for the Metrorail
extension through Tysons Corner
have not given up yet, even as pre-

paratory work for the aerial route for the
“Silver Line” to Dulles Airport and beyond
continues. They hope the next presidential
administration will listen to their concerns
and reconsider the way forward in connect-
ing the nation’s capital with its international
airport by rail.

“The presidential
election kind of
shuffled the deck,”
Scott Monett, presi-
dent of Tysons Tunnel
Inc., the organization
leading the charge for
the underground
alignment through
the commercial cen-
ter, said. He said the
incoming U.S. secre-
tary of transportation
will be “sitting in a
very nice spot to help
us” reconsider the rail
alignment.

“Everybody knows it’s the right thing to
do,” Monett said about the tunnel. He said
the most common term he hears about it is
that it is a “no-brainer.” Monett believes the
incoming Democratic administration will
focus on job creation and building new in-
frastructure. “There is a heavy union com-
ponent to the Democratic Party and unions
want jobs for their members,” Monett said.
He said the rail extension would serve as a
huge job generator for the region.

The U.S. secretary of transportation may
have a large role to play in the determina-
tion of how the project proceeds. According
to McLean resident Bill Coleman, a trans-
portation secretary in President Gerald Ford’s
administration, a federal statute established
the Metropolitan Washington Airports Au-
thority (MWAA), which took over the rail
extension project. “It is therefore a federal
entity,” Coleman said. “You need to demand
that the secretary of transportation take an-
other look at it,” Coleman said about the
project and the current contracts driving it.

Advocates of
underground
Metrorail route look
to new administration
for solutions.

Tunnel
Hope
Revived

Wastewater management, timing of turn-lane
construction still uncertain.

GFCA Gets Fire Station Update

Site plan for the new fire station. Design was made tricky by the fact
that the site is less than half the normal size of a Fairfax County fire
station plot.

Conceptual design for Great Falls’
next fire station.
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Scott Monett
has been
leading the
charge for
the tunnel
advocates.
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News

See Chairman,  Page 15

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

F
airfax County chairman Gerry
Connolly won his new position in
the U.S. Congress last week on
Nov. 4, but two of his colleagues

on the Board of Supervisors have been pre-
paring for his departure for months.

Braddock District Supervisor Sharon
Bulova (D) and Springfield District Super-
visor Patrick Herrity (R) made little secret
of their interest in chairman’s position this
fall, especially since Connolly was the fa-
vorite to take Virginia’s 11th Congressional
District.

Even before Connolly made his election
night victory speech this month, Bulova
shared plans for her county chairman cam-
paign kick off Nov. 12.

Herrity, who is Chief Operating Officer
and Chief Financial Officer of Arrowhead
Global Solutions, a local technology com-
pany, has been shaking hands at events like
the Vienna Fourth of July festival and oth-
ers miles outside his district for months. He
officially announced his candidacy Nov. 13.

The countywide race to succeed Connolly
is likely to be short and fast. The chairman
will step down in early January and county
officials expect a special election to replace
him will occur in early February, about one
month later. The new chairman would serve
out the rest of Connolly’s term and has the
chance to stand re-election in 2011.

BOTH Bulova and Herrity said the eco-
nomic downturn and Fairfax County’s bud-
get shortfall would be their top priorities
as chairman.

If the real estate tax rate is kept at the
same level, Fairfax is facing a projected
$500 million shortfall in the county’s $3.4
billion general fund during next fiscal year.
Fairfax has already had to wrestle with a
$65 million budget shortfall in the current
fiscal year, which started July 1. The county

executive required county agencies to make
mid-year cuts.

If the supervisors had to wrestle with just
a $400 million budget shortfall next year,
they would be looking at cutting roughly
12 percent of Fairfax’s total operating bud-
get. According to county staff, $400 million
is equivalent to what the county sets aside
for public works, courts, community devel-
opment, parks and recreation, libraries,
administrative and support services, county
transit and Metro funding combined.

Budget staff predicts that the tight fiscal
situation would continue beyond next year
and that the county could take several bud-
get cycles to recover from the current down-
turn.

Bulova, 60, who has sat on the board since
1987, said she is the most qualified person
to steer the county through tough financial
times. She has served as the supervisors’
budget committee chairman for all but four
of the past 20 years. Former county chair-
man Tom Davis headed the committee in
the early 1990s.

Bulova said she played a pivotal role in
guiding the county out of its last fiscal cri-
sis in the mid-1990s.

“I was the budget chairman when we took
action to address the last downturn and we
emerged from that recession in better shape
than we had been in when the downturn
began,” she said.

The county found new and better ways
to partner with the non-profit and faith
communities to deliver services. As a result
of the last recession, the supervisors also
created a revenue stabilization fund, which
the county is tapping right now, to provide
“rainy day” money for the county if it ever
faced a mid-year budget shortfall, she said.

“Looking ahead, I want to find those same
opportunities to pull out of this current re-
cession in a sound and improved manner,”
said Bulova.

As chairman, Bulova wants to focus on
“getting us back on our fiscal feet so we can
emerge from the recession better than ever.”

STILL, Herrity, 48, said it might be time
for a new perspective and blames Bulova,
in part, for the county’s current financial
crisis.

“Basically, she was the budget chair that
got us into a lot of this mess. I don’t think
the county can afford three more years of
the same,” he said.

Fairfax should have been better prepared
for an economic downturn, particularly the
slowing down of the real estate market, said
Herrity, who joined the board in January.
While Herrity is in his first year on the
county board, he could bring name recog-
nition to the race. His father, Jack Herrity,
served 16 years on the Board of Supervi-
sors, including 12 years as chairman.

Residents’ home values have more than

County anticipates
early February
election.

Bulova, Herrity To Run For Chairman
Supervisor Sharon Bulova (D-Braddock)

Supervisor Pat Herrity
(R-Springfield)
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By Joan Barnes

Great Falls Citizens Association

T
he damage caused by tropical storm
Hanna to the Springvale Road
bridge has been repaired and the

bridge reopened. We have been informed
that VDOT will install additional signs at
Georgetown Pike and the Beltway to notify
drivers of the pike truck restriction.

Progress is being made on several projects
of priority to Great Falls: the design work is
proceeding for the installation of a traffic
signal at River Bend Road and Georgetown
Pike; the technical preliminary engineering
analysis of the Seneca Road/Georgetown
Pike intersection is underway; county and
VDOT staff are evaluating our proposals for
Walker Road crosswalks/streetscape at the
village center. We appreciate the efforts of
Tania Cunha in Supervisor Foust’s office in
advancing these projects; Tania has recently
accepted a position in the private sector.

The Fairfax County Planning Commission
will be holding a hearing, currently set for
Dec. 4, on the proposed rebuilding of the
Great Falls Firehouse. We expect to be up-
dated on the status of the Walker Road in-
tersection improvements in advance of the
hearing. VDOT has proposed regulations
governing the placement of commercial
entrances, including subdivisions, on our
local roads. The regulations can be found
at www.virginiadot.org/projects/accessmgt.

We have received a number of inquiries
recently regarding signs posted along the
roads in our community. These types of
signs in Great Falls are regulated by the
Commonwealth of Virginia and by Fairfax
County. We have been informed by the
Fairfax County Police Department that un-
authorized parties removing/damaging/
destroying signs can be charged with “de-
struction of property” or “larceny.” If indi-
viduals suspect that a roadside sign may not
be in compliance for any reason, they
should report it to Fairfax County Zoning
Enforcement, 703-324-1300, and/or the
Virginia Department of Transportation, 703-
383-VDOT.

Our Nov. 20 meeting agenda will include
discussion of the committee’s recommen-
dations regarding the transportation ele-
ments of the firehouse project; the VDOT
commercial entrance regulations; roadside
signs; transportation funding and project
status.

 The writers is the co-chair of the GFCA
Transportation Committee.

Sharon Bulova (D)
Age: 60
Current Home: The Cloisters of Fairfax,

Fairfax County resident since 1996
Hometown/Grew Up In: Pikesville, Md.
Education: University of Virginia (classes

via Fort Belvoir extension campus),
Northern Virginia Community College,
business management (1977)

Family: husband Lou DeFalaise, two adult
children, three grandchildren

Professional experience: book keeper,
sales and office manager

Political experience: Braddock District
Supervisor (1987-present), former aide to
Annandale District Supervisor Audrey
Moore (1984-1987)

Civic experience: founding member of
Virginia Railway Express Operations
Board (1989 – present), Governors
Commission on Rail Enhancement for the
21st Century (2004 – present)

Patrick Herrity (R)
Age: 48
Current Home: Clifton/Centreville
Hometown/Grew Up In: Springfield, Va.
Education: Virginia Tech., B.S. in

Accounting (1982)
Family: Wife Nancy and two high school

children
Professional experience: chief financial

officer at Arrowhead Global Solutions,
government contractor (2005- present)

Political experience: Springfield District
Supervisor (2008-present)

Civic experience: former executive
committee of Fairfax County Chamber of
Commerce, former board member of
Northern Virginia Technology Council,
youth athletics coach

Committee reports
progress on
several project.

Transportation
Priorities
Addressed
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Visit our web site for the complete list of  subject areas including College Tests Prep
Tutoring will take place at our Learning Center

Must register for a minimum of 10 hours (No Maximum limit)
Registration deadline for this special offer is 12/25/2008

Register today and take advantage
of this unbelievable offer.

One-To-One:
Math Other Subjects

Grades 4-9: $45/hr $60/hr (Regular $80/hr)
Grades 10-12: $50/hr $65/hr (Regular $85/hr)

Group of 2 (register with 1 Classmate):
All Grades: $35/hr $45/hr (Regular $60/hr)

Group of 3 (register with 2 Classmates):
All Grades: $30/hr $35/hr (Regular $50/hr)

 Group lesson rates are per student.

• 25  years Education (250+  Credits just in Math, Physics, & Engineering)
• 10+  years Teaching (Elementary School through College)
• 22 years Electrical Engineering Design

Who will teach your child Math?

Grand Opening Special Rates
School Subjects & SAT

The Director with an Equivalent
of 1/2 Century Education & Experience

2565 Chain Brige Road T: (703) 255-7040
Vienna, VA 22181 F: (703) 255-7042
www.plutolearningcenter.com info@plutolc.com

Do you want your child  to reach
The Highest Academic Potential?

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL!
• Retaining Walls
• Walks & Driveways
• Grading/Clearing
• Mulching/Top Soil
• Erosion Control

Grading and Stone Solutions
703-850-3295

Division of MBS Site Services, L.L.C.

THIS FALL, CREATE
AN INSPIRING LANDSCAPE

THIS FALL, CREATE
AN INSPIRING LANDSCAPE

Rentals
• Bobcat
• Dump Truck

Affordable

 Price, High

Quality

Service

News

By Mike DiCicco

The Connection

E
verything is very
frantic and happens
really fast, so it’s all
about timing,” Lan-

gley High school junior Wesley
Brandt said during a rehearsal for
the school’s upcoming production
of the farcical comedy “Noises
Off.” His character, Lloyd, is par-
ticularly frantic because, Brandt
said, he has romantic connections
with just about every female char-
acter in the play.

Lloyd is also the director of a
British theater troupe of dubious
quality putting on a disastrous sex
comedy called “Nothing On.”

One of Brandt’s many cues came
up and he had to run onstage to
chase a girl up a flight of stairs. See Langley,  Page 27

In “Noises Off,”
Langley students
play players
playing badly.

Dysfunctional Theater

Kate DaRocha and Alvin Kui
play Belinda and Freddie
playing Flavia and Philip in
Langley High School’s
upcoming production of
“Noises Off.”
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“

“We have actors playing actors
playing characters. It’s crazy,” said
actual director and theater instruc-
tor Phyliss Jaffe.

THE PLAY will run this Thursday,

Friday and Saturday.
Act I depicts the dress rehearsal

the night before “Nothing On”
opens, Jaffe explained. Act II is a
performance one month into the
show, and by Act III, set months
later, Jaffe said, “all hell’s broken
loose, and the actors are doing
things to each other onstage.”
Each act takes place during a per-
formance of Act I of “Nothing On,”
and Act II takes the audience back-
stage.

One of the show’s most impor-
tant roles is filled by the set, a com-
plicated, two-story structure of
doors and staircases that rotates
between a stage set and a back-
stage set. Jaffe said the group had
the assistance of a couple of stu-
dents’ fathers, who are profes-
sional builders, in building the set.
“So the frame is actually a house
built to code,” she said. The stu-
dents installed the walls, carpet-
ing and details.

She said the complexity of the
set was one reason the school
hadn’t put the play on sooner. “The
kids have wanted to do it for
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People

Rev. Paul Gysan, representing Christ
the King Lutheran Church, was recognized
at a recent Great Falls Pack 673 Cub Scouts
meeting and presented a framed copy of the
charter, which will be displayed in the
church. Pictured from left, are Eric
Raudenbush, Todd Walmsley, the Rev. Paul
Gysan and Bruce O’Cain.

Thirteen years ago, the church agreed to
sponsor the organization, but the relation-
ship has taken on increased importance this
year, as Great Falls Elementary undergoes
renovation. Christ the King Church imme-
diately agreed to provide meeting space for
the Cub Scouts.

The Rev. Paul Gysan has attended numer-
ous Arrow of Light ceremonies, where Cub
Scouts “cross over” and become Boy Scouts.
For many of these ceremonies he has com-
posed and sung a song unique for the event.

Gysan told the 50 boys in attendance at
the chartering recognition that the church
continues to give them support because they
believe in the Boy Scout’s mission “to pre-
pare young people to make ethical and
moral choices over their lifetimes by instill-
ing in them the values of the Scout Oath
and Law.”

Adeler Jewelers of
Great Falls was ap-
proved for firm mem-
bership in the American
Gem Society (AGS).
Valentina Adeler, pic-
tured, possesses the
registered jeweler title
that finalized the quali-
fying credentials for
membership. This ac-
creditation is achieved by only 1.5 percent
of jewelers nationwide.

Mark Moeller, president of the society
said, “I want to congratulate Ms. Adeler on
bringing in the firm of Adeler Jewelers. AGS
titleholders and member firms offer a var-
ied selection of jewelry merchandise, expert
gemological skills (as they must have a
Graduate Gemologist and Gemological
Laboratory on site) and a high regard for
ethical business practices.”

Adeler Jewelers is a custom design jew-
elry store that has been servicing their com-
munity since 1975. They specialize in gems,
pearls, diamonds and authentic ancient
coins, all creatively mounted in platinum,
18k and 14k gold.

For more information about Adeler Jew-
elers call 703-759-4076 or visit
www.AdelerJewelers.com.

People in News

T
he upcoming production of “The
Nutcracker” by Great Falls’ Mar
garet Haddad Studio of Classi
cal Ballet aims to offer some-

thing for everyone, from young children to
more sophisticated dance aficionados.

“Little children love it because they see
children dancing,” Haddad said. “We have
the tiny little 5-year-olds as the mice.”
Meanwhile, the cast of 101 dancers will also
include graduates of the dance school, guest
artists and Russian male dancers.

This is the 17th year the school has put on
the show and, as usual, no expense has been
spared, with more than 700 pieces of cos-
tume and an extravagant set that includes
falling snow and a tree that grows from
scene to scene.

Although the basic setting and choreog-
raphy remain about the same, Haddad
said, “We enlarge it every year and make a

few changes.”
In spite of the imported dancers, Haddad

said the production is very much a commu-
nity effort. “More than 80 percent of the cast
comes from our area,” she said, although
she noted that a few were former local resi-
dents now attending college elsewhere. One
has made a four-hour trip from Allentown,
Pa. for each rehearsal. Also, she said, “The
parents have been absolutely amazing help-
ing with the costumes and the scenery”

She said the show was a way to “start off
the season in a happy way. The children
know that when they’re struggling to learn
the steps, that it’s going to bring pleasure
to a lot of people.”

Three performances are scheduled for
Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 29 and 30 at
the Madeira School in McLean.

— Mike DiCicco

Haddad dance studio’s annual,
lavish production appeals to all ages.

‘Nutcracker’ Returns

Rebecah Shepherd adjusts trumpeter Anna Hurley’s cap.

Margaret Haddad adjusts the
costumes of her grandchildren
Julianna and Anthony. This is
Haddad’s 22nd year of teaching in
Great Falls.

The Dolls: Raegan Long, Sophie
Fouldi, Mason Glembocki, Emma
Norris and Sabrina Luz.
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Times and Tickets
Performances will be at 2 and 7

p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 29 and at 4
p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 30 at the Ma-
deira School, 8328 Georgetown Pike,
McLean. Tickets cost $23 for adults,
$20 for students and senior citizens
and $16 for children under 12. To
order tickets or for more informa-
tion, call the studio at 703-759-3366.
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703-691-7999

Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

News

See Awards,  Page 9

By Mike DiCicco

The Connection

W
hen Elizabeth
Marcotte got an
e-mail last month
from Sharon

Rainey, asking what she was do-
ing on Saturdays in November, she
assumed Rainey was about to en-
list her help with some sort of
charity drive. Instead, she told the
crowd assembled at Katie’s Coffee
House last Saturday afternoon, the
m y N e i g h b o r s N e t w o r k . c o m
founder and president had re-
quested Marcotte’s presence at a
ceremony where she would accept
the Michael J. Kearney Neighbor
of the Year award.

“I was totally blown away, shak-
ing, honored, crying,” Marcotte
said, speaking at that very cer-
emony.

When she told her husband
about the award, she said, he had
asked, “Why’d they pick you?” Her
son’s response had been the same.

Puzzled, Marcotte mentioned this
to her friend Karen Landy, she re-
called. “She said, ‘That’s why they

picked you — because you do
what you do every day and you
don’t even realize it’s special.’”

THE WINNER of the Neighbors
of the Year award for youths 22
and younger, Langley High School

Neighbor of the Year awards
presented by Neighbors Web site.

Recognizing Neighborliness

Sharon Rainey, founder of
myNeighborsNetwork.com,
presents Alex Holtberg with
the Neighbors of the Year
award.

Elizabeth Marcotte shares
some advice with the crowd
gathered at Katie’s Coffee
House.
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From Page 3

News

State Sen. Chap Petersen (D-34)
said the contracts signed to date
do not necessarily bind the public
in the future, especially as the new
president comes to Washington,
D.C., and a gubernatorial race
takes place in Virginia next year.
“I don’t believe we are bound by
that till kingdom come,” Petersen
said.

Both Petersen and Monett said
U.S. Rep. Jim Oberstar (D-Minn.),
chairman of the House Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Commit-
tee, had stated that the issue of the
rail alignment, above or under-
ground, is up to the Common-
wealth of Virginia. Petersen said
he wished to clarify a misconcep-
tion that the federal share of the
funding for the extension, $900
million, depends on the alignment.
“The $900 million is not contin-
gent upon over ground or under-
ground,” Petersen said.

MORE THAN 200 tunnel sup-
porters gathered at the Tysons
Corner Sheraton Wednesday
night, Nov. 12, to discuss the hope
for the tunnel through Tysons Cor-
ner. All of the speakers at
Wednesday’s forums said they are
supporters of rail to Dulles, but not
of the aerial alignment through
Tysons Corner. Jay Donahue,
former Town of Herndon Planning
Commissioner and candidate for
the House of Delegates, said the
tunnel is still very much alive,
“particularly with a change in the
administration.” He said the tun-
nel is clearly a better way to pro-
ceed with the construction of the
rail extension.

Although he is a Herndon resi-
dent, Donahue said he has great
interest in how the project pro-
ceeds. “All Northern Virginians and
Fairfax County residents should
care,” Donahue said. He said
Tysons Corner is the region’s eco-
nomic engine and a lot of people
from Herndon and other commu-
nities work and shop at Tysons
Corner.

Fairfax County Supervisor John
Foust (D-Dranesville), who acted
as the moderator for the forum,
said the rail alignment through
Tysons Corner is “one of the most
important issues that has faced our
region since I’ve lived here.”

“We cannot afford to make this
mistake,” State Del. Dave Marsden
(D-41) said about the aerial align-
ment. Although his district does
not touch the proposed rail exten-
sion, Marsden said he cares about
the alignment issue as a Fairfax
County citizen and representative.

“It has to be underground,”

Tunnel Supporters Argue Their Case

More than 200 people came to the Tysons Corner
Sheraton in support of the tunnel option for the
Metrorail extension to Dulles Airport.

Coleman said, adding that the tun-
nel would be operational six years
sooner than the elevated track and
cost $157 million less. In addition
to the schedule and the cost ben-
efits, the tunnel would cause fewer
disruptions above ground and
prove to be environmentally
sound.

Speaking of the environment,
Roger Dietrich, a representative of
the 8,000-member Sierra Club in
Northern Virginia, said the tunnel
would prove more effective in get-
ting people out of their cars and
onto public transit to visit Tysons
Corner. “We need to make it a
quality place that attracts people
and quality development,”
Dietrich said. He said that would
be impossible to accomplish with
the elevated alignment. “It flies in
the face of everything you might
want to do with smart growth and
quality development,” Dietrich
said.

Rob Jackson, president of the
McLean Citizens Association, said
that while the public has different
views on the benefits Metrorail
would bring to surrounding com-
munities, there is unanimity that
the elevated track through Tysons
Corner is “plain wrong.” He said
an elevated line would divide
Tysons Corner. Jackson added that
the solution is simple and involves
getting elected officials to enable
a bidding process on the project
to serve the public good.

Carroll Carter, a retired pub-
lisher of Mass Transit magazine,
said the tunnel would bring about
a different landform for Tysons
Corner. “What kills you here is that
you are giving over so much land
to a transportation system,” Carter
said.

“THERE ARE A LOT of small
businesses that are going to suffer
because of the aerial alignment,”
Matt Wallace, president of the
Greater McLean Chamber of Com-
merce, said. He said the “biggest
transportation blunder” in our
area is still preventable. “Get Rich-

mond and the federal government
to understand that this is a deci-
sion that will affect our children
and our children’s children,”
Wallace said.

Roger Cryan, president of the
Mantua Citizens Association, said
Tysons Corner, if planned right,
could transform into a great
American city as the Washington-
metropolitan area continues to
grow. “To make this impossible,
there is only one thing, an ugly,
concrete, elevated metro line,”
Cryan said.

“We don’t want a Tysons Mixing
Bowl, we want a walkable Tysons,”
Hutch Douglas of the McLean
Hamlet Citizens Inc, said. “It’s in-
conceivable that Ballston and
Rosslyn are underground and the
current plan for Tysons calls for an
elevated structure,” Jack Mitchell,
president of the Westbriar Civic
Association, said.

“There are 15,000 residents in
Vienna and we are very proud to
be behind the tunnel,” Vienna
Mayor Jane Seeman said.

While Monett continues to fight
for the tunnel option through
Tysons Corner, he is pursuing a
more balanced funding formula
for the project. He wishes to see
the federal share of the funding
increase in order to limit the finan-
cial exposure of the Dulles Toll
Road users whose contribution to
the project is not capped. “Every-
one has a cap on their financial
exposure, except us locals,”
Monett said.

Coleman, the former U.S. secre-
tary of transportation, said he has
written letters to the current trans-
portation secretary. He also urged
the attendants at Wednesday’s fo-
rum to contact the incoming presi-
dential administration and the in-
coming U.S. senator from Virginia,
Mark Warner. Coleman said
Tysons Corner is currently the 12th
largest commercial area in the
United States and if the tunnel is
built it would rank as high as the
eighth largest within the next 10
years.
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HOW TO GET YOUR
ORGANIZATION’S SPECIAL
EVENTS IN THE CONNECTION
Calendar Listings
The Connection Newspapers contain a Calendar of Upcoming
Events every week. While we cannot guarantee that every
event we receive information about will be listed, here is the
information we need for your upcoming event to be considered
for the Calendar. We welcome photographs of similar events
held previously, which sometimes appear with Calendar items.

Name of Event:
Day of the Week, Date and Time:
Name of the Place Event will Be Held:
Address of the Place Event Will Be Held:
Name and Phone Number for More Information:
Three Sentences Describing the Event:

Please submit your calendar information at least two weeks
before your event. Clear photographs from similar previous
events are always welcome. All events should be open to the
public. We give first priority to free events. Send listings to:
Calendar, Connection Publishing, Inc.,
7913 Westpark Drive, McLean, VA 22102.
Or Fax to 703-917-0991. For more information,
call 703-917-6444.

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Transportation Solutions in a Recessionary Era

Hyatt Regency Reston (1800 Presidents Street, Reston, Virginia 20190)
Early registration fee: $50 | After Nov. 30th: $75

For more information or to register for this conference, please visit our website at
www.americandreamcoalition.org or email us at ed@americandreamcoalition.org.

Thursday, December 4, 2008 • 8:30a.m.-4:30p.m. • 703-758-3804

What works? What can we afford?
Recent headlines tell the depressing story:
“More Road Projects on Chopping Block in Virginia”

 – Washington Post
“Market Plunge is Hitting Localities”

– Richmond Times-Dispatch
“Transportation Revenue Continues to Plummet”

– Virginia Municipal League
An economic recession has begun …
Local and state budgets strained…
Basic infrastructure neglected…

New Realities Require New Solutions
Policymakers and community leaders must keep Virginia
moving. Discover cost-effective strategies to sustain eco-
nomic development and transform the Dulles Corridor into
an international business destination!

We invite you to join us to hear speakers from George Mason
University, the Heritage Foundation, the National Bus Rapid Transit
Institute among others discussing innovative solutions to our trans-
portation needs in the Dulles region and throughout Virginia.

A Meeting of Vital Importance
for Virginians

News

From Page 7

freshman Alex Holtberg, had worked for
years to collect, assemble and send care
packages to U.S. troops fighting in the
Middle East, first on his own and then with
the Neighbors International Foundation,
Rainey said. “You name the need, and Alex
will put the word out, collect the donations
and help get them packed and ready to
mail,” she said, noting that the teen has
shown up for almost every Neighbors In-
ternational care package party in the last
few years.

Rainey said Marcotte, too, worked with
the Neighbors International Foundation, as
well as Suited for Change, which donates

suits to places like women’s shelters, and
also worked to support breast cancer re-
search. As the owner of the Let’s Dish res-
taurant chain, Rainey said, Marcotte had
created the Pink Dish campaign to provide
free meals for breast cancer survivors.

RAINEY said neighbor and breast cancer
survivor Sally Welton had supported the
nomination, recalling the time Marcotte had
shown up at her house with a week’s worth
of food after Welton’s surgery.

Rainey also said Marcotte consistently
looked out for the personal and professional
interests of those around her. “She is deter-
mined to do good, to help anyone she can
in any way that she can.”

Awards Presented

Friends and
family of the
award win-
ners fill
Katie’s Cof-
fee House for
Saturday
afternoon’s
award cer-
emony.

Photo by

Mike DiCicco/

The Connection
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Opinion

E
very year, over the winter holidays,
the Connection turns the pages of
one entire issue over to the contri
butions of local students.

As with previous years’ issues, we will fea-
ture artwork of many kinds, photography, po-
etry, opinions, short stories, reflections and
more. Artwork can include paintings, drawings
or any media; photos of sculpture, ce-
ramics or other works too large to sub-

mit are also encouraged.
We welcome contributions from public

schools, private schools and students who are
home schooled. Past contributions have come
from children from nursery schools through
those preparing to graduate from high school.

Sometimes an art or English teacher will as-
sign a project and submit the work of an en-

tire class, but individual submissions
from any young person in the commu-

Looking for writing and artwork by local students.

Call for Student Connection

M
any localities are calling for their
share of the federal bailout. It’s not
unreasonable, given that the eco-

nomic slowdown means less revenue for lo-
calities at the very moment local citizens turn
to their local governments for more help.

For a stimulus plan that would create jobs,
give localities a boost and provide lasting ben-
efits, the next phase of stimulus spending
should involve dispensing funds to localities
that have major projects, like rail to Dulles or

nity are also welcome. We prefer digital sub-
missions.

Please be sure to include the name of the
artist or author, and include age, school at-
tended and name of the hometown, along with
a phone number to be used for verification
purposes only.

Mail, e-mail or deliver submissions to the
Connection by Dec. 5. Our address is 7913
Westpark Drive, McLean, VA 22102. E-mail to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com, or call
703-917-6428 with questions.

school building and renovations, ready to go.
Rail to Dulles is not the only major (and

sorely needed) transit project that has been
languishing in a parsimonious and convoluted
federal process waiting for funding. Let’s spend
$150 billion paying for projects around the
country that will put people to work right away,
stimulate the economy via jobs and demand
for goods and services, take cars off the roads.

Think what a boost it would be to the local
economy to have most of the cost of such a

Build rail to Dulles, and other
infrastructure projects.Here’s a Stimulus Plan

project taken care of by the feds.
Do we have anything to show for the $150

billion in stimulus checks mailed out to con-
sumers a few hundred dollars at a time?

The federal government is spending incon-
ceivable sums of money to help stabilize the
economy. Let’s spend some of it on something
that will last.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com,

703-917-6416

Editorials

By Sandy Evans, Phyllis

Payne and Terry Tuley

A
s the budget crisis looms
over all Fairfax County
school issues, it’s impor-

tant to remember that changed
bell schedules can both improve
student health and learning while
also saving money.

Benefits of having the right
schedules for our students and
buses include: Students who are
awake during class, reduced ab-
sentee, tardy, and drop-out rates,
less depression, and improved per-
formance in class, sports and be-
hind the wheel. There are multiple
health and academic benefits to all
our students, both elementary and
adolescents, to having them in
school when they are most ready
to learn.

Implementing healthy start
times for our children can be a
win-win for the students and the
budget. Thanks to recommenda-
tions from the school board-ap-
pointed Transportation Task Force,

the FCPS transportation depart-
ment has updated routing maps
and found many efficiencies. Com-
pared with previous estimates to
fix a broken transportation system,
the most recent proposal would
actually save about $16 million (so
far).

ESPECIALLY IN TIMES of tight
budgets, we must look to provid-
ing our students with the essen-
tials. One of these essentials, as
outlined in FCPS’s Strategic Gov-
ernance Goal 6.7 is to provide a
“healthful learning environment”
for our children. Sleep research-
ers point to early school start times
as a major culprit in our adoles-
cents’ chronic and harmful level of
sleep deprivation. Jurisdictions
that have a start time of 8:30 to 9
a.m. show that teens do sleep
longer with these start times.  They
fall asleep at about the same time
(close to 11 p.m.) and use the ex-
tra time in the morning to sleep.

Research indicates that after a
complete night’s sleep, memory is
consolidated and test performance
improves. Interrupted or incom-
plete sleep disrupts this process
and impairs cognition. Not all
sleep is equal. The deepest sleep,

How everyone
wins with better
school start times.

Of Budgets and Buses
To the Editor:

There will be many memorable
images from election 2008, but
perhaps none is more heartening
than that of Americans voting in
staggering numbers at the polls.
It is an affirmation that our de-
mocracy is alive and well. Voters
deserve to be congratulated for
their deep commitment to voting
and for their patience and perse-
verance. They showed real dedi-
cation by voting early, standing in
long lines when necessary and
making sure their voices were
heard.

In Fairfax County, 78.7 percent
of the 665,674 registered voters
voted for president/vice presi-
dent. Election Day went smoothly
and after the early morning rush,
there was little waiting to vote at
most precincts. Voters were
greeted with the option of using
the “old” WinVote computer or
the new optical scanning paper
ballot. The paper ballot option
sped up voting and seemed to be
well received by those who chose
to use it.

Democracy got a big boost this
election with such enthusiastic
participation from voters, espe-
cially younger voters ages 18-29,

Letters

but there is always more to be
done to make it work well for all
Americans. The challenges we face
will require our continued partici-
pation in this democratic process.
The League of Women Voters of
the Fairfax Area works year-round
to inform our community about
candidates and advocate on issues
that affect our daily lives. We were
immensely gratified to see so
many people engaged in the po-
litical process this year and were
proud to be a part of the process
in various ways such as producing
our Voters Guide and registering
voters.

As president of the Fairfax Area
League of Women Voters, I invite
others in the community to main-
tain their commitment to civic
improvement by joining the
league and helping us continue
the good work. Together we can
keep our community strong,
healthy and vibrant. For more in-
formation, call 703-658-9150 or
go to our Web site, www.lwv-
fairfax.org.

Sherry W. Zachry,
president

League of Women Voters of the
Fairfax Area

Election 2008 Shows
Democracy Alive, Well

See Opinion,  Page 14
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Open  9-5 7 Days

ALL POTS
50% TO 75% OFF

www.CravensNursery.com

9023 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax, VA • 703-573-5025
2 Miles West of I-495 on Rt. 50 1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

LANDSCAPE DESIGN FREE*

*WITH MIN.
PURCHASE

PRICE
CUT

AZALEAS BUY 1 GET 2 FREE
HALLOWEEN, HERBS, HOSTA,

PLASTIC POTS, BASKETS

patios, walls
 walkways
   paver driveways
    and so much more.

MULCH 3 cu. ft. $2.99
BEAUTIFUL HOLLIES CHEAP

5’ for $74.99

PRICE
CUT

Cyclamen, Cacti, Mini Oranges
Tropical House Plants

25% OFF
ALL NURSERY STOCK & PERENNIALS.

ORCHIDS, BONSAI

35% OFF
 ARBORVITAE,

 JAPANESE MAPLES, FOUNTAINS,
SPRUCE, BENCHES, ARBORS &

STATUARY

50% OFF
Magnolias,

 Rhododendrons, Roses,
Crape Myrtles

Deductible Rewards. Earn $100 off your deductible
for every year of safe driving – up to $500.
Call me about    Your Choice Auto Insurance
today.

Spiro Souliotis
(703) 481 8210
Souliotis Insurance Agency Inc.
Souliotis@allstate.com

See School,  Page 19

Send School Notes to greatfalls-
@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

Starshine Theater of Great
Falls is now enrolling student
actors ages 4 through 12 for the
play, “Peter  Pan.” Each student
receives a dramatic character role,
as  well as singing and dance/ac-
tion opportunities.  Rehearsals
begin Saturday, Dec.6 at 2 p.m. at
The School of Theatrical Dance in
Great Falls.

Also enrolling: “Starshine Little
Dancers” Workshop  for ages 3
through 5 (pre-ballet & creative
dance), and “Music ‘n  Motion for
Mommy ‘n Me” for ages 1 through
4 (singing, dance/action  activities
and dramatics).Contact: Patricia
Budwig, Creative Director,
703.790.9050, (email:
StarshineTheater@aol.com)

Kennedy William
Kanagawa of Great Falls has
graduated from Muhlenberg Col-
lege, Allentown Pa., with a bach-
elor of arts in theatre and dance.

Patrick McCann of Great
Falls, a graduate student pursuing
a degree in statistics, is represent-
ing the graduate school at Virginia

School Notes
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 Put ‘County
Checkbook’ Online?

The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
backed away from an initiative to provide
more transparency by itemizing county ex-
penditures online when board members put
together the county’s 2009 state legislative
package Nov. 14.

State Senators Ken Cuccinelli (R-37) and
Chap Petersen (D-35) have already submit-
ted a bill for next session that could require
the creation of a searchable, detailed data-
base of its budget and expenditures.

The measure is similar to the Federal
Funding Accountability
and Transparency Act of
2006, which set up a free
publicly searchable Web
site for all federal con-

tracts and grants over $25,000.
President-elect Barack Obama and Sen.

Tom Coburn (R-Ok.) were leaders on the
open government legislation. Former presi-
dential candidate John McCain (R) was also
one of its initial sponsors in the U.S. Sen-
ate.

After the federal law passed, several states
followed with their own transparency laws,
including Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin (R) who
posted her state’s check register online.

“Other states have done this. We will
monitor it and see how it has gone there,”
said county attorney David Bobzien.

Some county staff said they could think
of examples where government would want
to keep some of its payments “out of the
public record.”

“There are some downsides to doing this.
We need to examine it. We need better an-
swers,” said county chairman Gerry
Connolly (D).

But Springfield Supervisor Patrick Herrity
(R)– who is running to replace Connolly –
said he felt  the county was dragging its
feet on the issue. “For us not to be doing
that is ridiculous. It has been done in a bi-

partisan fashion across the country,” said
Herrity.

Connolly Favors
Bail Out for Localities

U.S. Representative-elect  and current
Fairfax County chairman Gerry Connolly
(D) indicated that he would advocate adopt-
ing an additional Economic Stabilization Act
to give federal assistance to local govern-
ments.

“When you are looking at bailing out GM,
Ford and Chrysler, how about bailing out
us? There has to be aid to localities for the
purpose of stimulus,” said Connolly at a
county board legislative committee meet-
ing Nov. 14.

The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
also backed a resolution adopted by the
Virginia Association of Counties that re-
quested the federal government give money
directly to localities and not only to state
governments.

Fairfax Students
Report Depression

The percentage of Fairfax County Public
School students reporting depression has
fallen in the last seven years but still re-
mains higher than the national average,
according to the county’s 2008 Youth Sur-
vey released Nov. 14.

Approximately 31 percent of the eighth,
10th and 12th grade students in Fairfax
County who participated in the survey said
they had felt so sad or hopeless almost ev-
ery day for weeks that they had stopped
participating in some regular activities. The
national average is for their peers report-
ing depression is 28.5 percent.

The number of Fairfax County students
who say they have experienced depression
has consistently dropped since 2001, when
35 percent of those surveyed said they felt
the same symptoms.

The percentage of Fairfax students who
have considered attempting suicide, about
14.5 percent, is around the national aver-
age, 14.7 percent, and has also dropped
from its 2001 figure, 18.5 percent.

Those students who report a suicide at-
tempt, about 3.5 percent, is approximately
half of the nationwide figure of 7 percent.

About 35 percent of girls reported feel-
ing sad and lonely to just 26 percent of boys.
Approximately 18 percent of  girls to just
11 percent of boys said they had consid-
ered suicide and the percentage of female
students who said they attempted suicide,
4.7, was more than twice than of the boys,
which hovered around two percent.

In terms of ethnic groups, Hispanic or
Latinos appeared more prone to feeling
depressed, 39 percent.

White students were the least likely to
report depressive symptoms, according to
the report.

Since 2001, all student ethnic groups in
Fairfax County had seen a decline in feel-
ings of depression, according to the survey.

But Dranesville District School Board
member Janie Strauss cautioned people not
to be too optimistic about the statistics.

The a nationwide drop in attempted and
“successful” suicides among teenagers but
the incidents of cutting – self-mutilation to
relieve stress – have increased, she said.

Fairfax County chairman Gerry Connolly
said he would like to see Fairfax County
Public Schools train classroom teachers to
spot early warning signs of depression or
suicide in their students.

“My candid opinion is that we don’t do
this well. … And there is a still a tremen-
dous stigma attached to suicide,” said
Connolly. “A teacher who is trained a little
bit could be a pivotal figure.”

Help is available for anyone who de-
pressed or considering suicide by calling
CrisisLink at 703-527-4077, or 1-800-SUI-
CIDE.

Panel Recommends
New Utility Fee

Fairfax County’s Environmental Quality
Advisory Council proposed a new storm
water management impact fee during a
Board of Supervisors meeting Nov. 17.

The county currently pays for storm wa-
ter management through its general fund.
The supervisors dedicate one penny of
Fairfax’s real estate tax rate, 92 cents per
$100 of assessed value, to the cause, which
would amount to about $21 million annu-
ally.

Due to budget constraints, the county has
been using more of the funding from the
storm water-dedicated penny to cover staff-
ing and equipment, resulting in a 38 per-
cent reduction in funding going to actual
infrastructure upgrades.

The environmental advisory council
would like to see a steadier stream of fund-
ing for storm water management, particu-
larly in light of the county’s projected $500
million budget shortfall next year.

 — Julia O’Donoghue

The County Line

More Unlicensed Than Drunk Drivers at Checkpoints

Police encounter more people driving without licenses than driving
under the influence, according to a report this week. In the Mount
Vernon police district alone, police issued 1,120 tickets for driving
without a driver’s license last year.
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W
hen the Fairfax County po-
lice set up a checkpoint over
a weekend night, they are
more likely to find people

driving without a license than people driv-
ing under the influence, according to county
executive Tony Griffin.

“Each police station has controlled stops
in the district and they tend to arrest more
people for not having an operator’s license
[than drunk driving],” said Griffin at the
Board of Supervisors legislative meeting
Nov. 14.

Fairfax County officers wrote about 5,440
tickets for driving without a license from
October 2007 through September 2008. Of
the eight precincts, the Mount Vernon po-
lice district garnered the most offenders in
this area last year, with about 1,120 tickets
issued for this problem.

Some elected officials suspect that some
of the people caught driving without a li-
cense are undocumented workers because
illegal immigrants are prohibited from ac-
quiring driver’s licenses in Virginia.

“Hundreds of people are getting pulled
over and arrested for not having a driver’s
license. …These are hundreds and hun-
dreds of people who have never had a li-
cense, never had training” said Dranesville
District Supervisor John Foust (D).

Foust suggested Fairfax County look into
a state legislative initiative backed by the
Town of Herndon, which has taken several
aggressive steps to crackdown on illegal
immigrants. The town government pro-
posed a measure that would allow police
officers to impound a citizen’s vehicle if that
person was caught driving with no license
for a second time.

Some Fairfax County supervisors had res-
ervations about the measure, partly because
it was part of a Herndon legislative pack-
age focused on a illegal immigrants that the
county generally did not support.

Most supervisors wanted more informa-
tion from the Fairfax County police about
the problem before they backed a solution.

“I think this is a bit ominous. The owner
and operator of the vehicle may not be the
same,” said Hunter Mill Supervisor Cathy
Hudgins (D).

In an interview this week, Springfield
Supervisor Patrick Herrity (R) said some-
thing should be done to address the issue.

Herrity said one of the problems is the
fines for driving without a license are not
high enough to deter people, until some-
one is caught for the third time. Since many
people regularly driving without a license
use aliases with the police, the offenders
rarely rack up the three charges that trig-
ger a harsher fine and penalty, according
to Griffin.

Herrity would like the police to run a
background check on all people pulled over
for driving without a license. But the su-
pervisor is not sure the checks, which are
time consuming for police, should take pri-
ority over other law enforcement duties.

“Do you want to pull police officers off
the street to do this?” said Herrity.

 — Julia O’Donoghue

More at www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

County

Notebook
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Calendar

See Calendar,  Page 18

Send announcements to mclean@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday for the following week’s paper.
Photos/artwork encouraged. For addi-
tional listings, visit

WEDNESDAY/NOV. 19
Loudon Wainwright III. 8 p.m.

Grammy-nominated singer and
songwriter at The Barns. Tickets $22.
Wolf Trap Foundation for the
Performing Arts, 1645 Trap Road,
Vienna. 1-877-WOLFTRAP.

Who’s Hibernating? 10:30 a.m. Age
2-5 with adult. Chipmunks, ground
squirrels and bats are just a few of
the animals getting ready for
hibernation. Dolley Madison Library,
1244 Oak ridge Ave., McLean. 703-
356-0770.

Organist Kimberly Hess. 1 p.m. at
the Saint Luke Catholic Church, 7001
Georgetown Pike, McLean. Free. 703-
356-0670 or
www.musicinmclean.org.

Kismet, Euphonism and Capital
Blend. 7:30 p.m. $12. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. N.E., Vienna. 703-
255-1566 or www.jamminjava.com.

THURSDAY/NOV. 20
Claude Moore Colonial Farm

Winter Traditions Workshop, 6-
8 p.m. at the Claude Moore Colonial
Farm, 6310 Georgetown Pike,
McLean. Explore the customs of 18th
century winter pastimes, including
Wassail and Christmas celebrations.
Singing, dancing, storytelling and
more. Reservations required. $5 non-
members, $3 Farm members and
current volunteers. Workshops
intended for adults and mature
children. E-mail kcannon@1771.org
to reserve.

Ari Hest and Luke Brindley Band.
8 p.m. Two rock acts at The Barns.
Tickets $16. Wolf Trap Foundation
for the Performing Arts, 1645 Trap
Road, Vienna. 1-877-WOLFTRAP.

Tiny Tot Tales. 10:30 a.m. Age 13-23
months with adult. Dolley Madison
Library, 1244 Oak ridge Ave.,
McLean. 703-356-0770.

Cartoon Workshop. 3:30 p.m. Age 8-
18. Create a cartoon strip. Great Falls
Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. 703-757-8560.

Jim Jeffries, comedian. 8 p.m. $17 in
advance, $20 at the door. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. N.E., Vienna.
703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

“How to Find the Right College for
your Child,” with Nancy
Rosenberg, M.A., M.Ed., 7:30 p.m. at
James Madison High School, 2500
James Madison Drive, Vienna. 703-
641-5451 or www.novachadd.org.

“Noises Off,” 7:30 p.m. at Langley
High School, 6520 Georgetown Pike,
McLean. 703-287-2700 or
www.langley drama.com.

Vienna Volunteer Fire Department
Silent Auction, 7-10 p.m. in the
Flame Room, 400 Center St. S.,
Vienna. All proceeds and donated
funds will help purchase a new
ambulance for Fire Station 402,
VVFD. A list of items up for auction is
at www.vvfd.org. 703-827-5288.

FRIDAY/NOV. 21
A Tribute to Warren Zevon,

featuring Jon Carroll, John Jennings,
Patty Reese, The Cravin’ Dogs, Little
Pink, Janine Wilson, The Hanson
Brothers, Mike Cotter, Billy Coulter,
David Kitchen, GHZ, The Alexandria
Kleztet, Bill Starks, Paper Umbrella,
Rocky Roberts. 8 p.m. at The Barns.
Tickets $20. Wolf Trap Foundation
for the Performing Arts, 1645 Trap
Road, Vienna. 1-877-WOLFTRAP.

“Madeline’s Christmas,” 7:30 p.m.
at the Oakcrest School, 850 Balls Hill
Road, McLean. Tickets are $10 adult,

Gavin Mikhail performs at Jammin’ Java on Friday, Nov. 21.

McLean Project for the Arts,
through Dec. 20 at the McLean
Community Center: the Emerson
Gallery will have Georgia
Goldberg: Seeing the Unseen-
Light, Shadow and Air, The
Atrium Gallery presents Aimee
Helen Koch: Undressed, and The
Ramp Gallery will display
Photograms by Michael C.
Mendez.

THURSDAY/NOV. 20
Third Thursday Art Night, 5-8

p.m. Miniature works by
exhibiting artists for sale, stylish
jewelry and more. Ayr Hill
Gallery, 141 Church St. N.W.,
Vienna. 703-938-3880 or
info@ayrhillgallery.com

FRIDAY/NOV. 21
Vienna Arts Society 39th Annual

Treasury of Art Show, 10
a.m.-9 p.m. at the Vienna
Community Center, 120 Cherry
St., Vienna.

SATURDAY/NOV. 22
Multi-craft Showcase at Lofty

Salon & Wellness Center, 354
West Maple Ave., Vienna, from 9
a.m. –5 p.m. Jewelry, accessories,
ceramics and specialty food items
available. 703-242-0609 or
loftysalon.info@yahoo.com

Vienna Arts Society 39th Annual
Treasury of Art Show, 10

a.m.-9 p.m. at the Vienna
Community Center, 120 Cherry
St., Vienna.

The TaBois-Bonhomme Galerie
d’Art at Regency at McLean,
1800 Old Meadow Road, Suite
113, Tel.:  (703) 442-7588in will
celebrate it’s First Anniversary
with An Enchanted Evening of art,
music, dance, and conversation
beginning at 7:30 p.m. Black-tie,
cocktail, or stylish attire is
preferred in keeping with the
evening’s planned festivities that
will include an Argentine Tango
performance by Todd Borzych
and MigleGineityte. This evening
will close the gallery’s current
exhibition, Distinctive Impression
II: Paintings by Bill Firestone and
Peter Haiklis/Scupture by
Stephanie (Haikalis) Firestone.
This exhibition is a family affair,
with husband, wife, and father
displaying their distinctive artistic
talent in unison.  For more
information visit http://
www.ctabois.com/events.php.

SATURDAY/DEC. 6
Holiday Art Soirée & Charity

Fundraiser. Ayr Hill Gallery,
141 Church St. N.W., Vienna.
703-938-3880 or
info@ayrhillgallery.com

Vienna Arts Society 39th Annual
Treasury of Art Show, 12-4
p.m. at the Vienna Community
Center, 120 Cherry St., Vienna.

The McLean Art Society Meeting will feature colored
pencil artist Nancy Garcia from 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 21 at the Mclean Community Center,1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean. Guests are welcome. 703
790-0123.

Galleries
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A Holiday Extravaganza
for the Entire Family!
Stroll through a whimsical forest of theme-decorated trees

and gingerbread homes, available for silent auction.
Be one of the first people to learn about the

Children’s Science Center’s arrival to Reston in 2009.
A wide variety of vendors also offer ample opportunity to

get a head start on your holiday shopping.

General admission tickets ($12 per child, $7 per adult) include
access to the forest and a wide variety of entertainers and events,
including face painters, magicians, Polar Express Train and crafts.

For event information, ticket sales or reservations to premium events,
e-mail tef@jlnv.org or visit www.jInv.org/theenchantedforest

All proceeds benefit the mission of the Junior League of Northern Virginia, a nonprofit
tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Featuring the
Children’s Science Center

The Sheraton Reston
November 22-23, 2008
Saturday: 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sunday: 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Meet Norm Davis as seen on the Food Network.

Warmer Beach Waters Worth the DriveWarmer Beach Waters Worth the Drive
Explore golf passion at more than 100 courses

Call Carly or David, 336-282-1870

Whether looking for an investment property with excellent
rental history, a vacation home on an unique island,

or a little bit of both, this is the house for you.

Drive couple hours south of Outer Banks and discover ocean breezes and
soothing golf for months longer at quiet, quaint Sunset Beach, NC, located
just across the state line and 30 minute drive time from airport in busy
Myrtle Beach, SC. Furnished 3 or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000. Newly remod-
eled, bright and airy single family, beach island home on a secluded area
of the island surrounded by views of the canal, marsh and ocean inlet. Sit
on one of the newly built front porches (1 screened) and capture a gor-
geous sunrise with your morning coffee or unwind with friends in the eve-
ning on the back deck and experience stunning sunset views.

Write
The Connection welcomes

views on any public issue.
The deadline for all material

is noon Friday. Letters must be
signed. Include home address

and home and business
numbers. Letters are routinely
edited for libel, grammar, good
taste and factual errors. Send

to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection

7913 Westpark Drive
McLean, Va. 22102
Call: 703-917-6444.

By fax: 703-917-0991.
By e-mail:

greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

REM (rapid eye movement) is
concentrated in the last hours of
the normal sleep cycle. So when
sleep is cut off, some of its most
important functions suffer. The
body will demand the sleep it
needs in one form or another.
Some students will fall asleep in
class, while others will experience
“mini-REM’s” that make them miss
a few seconds of instruction at a
time.

At the International Conference
on Sleep and Learning, held in
Washington D.C. in March 2008,
neuroscientists agreed:

* Adequate sleep helps you
learn, retain and fully understand
new material.

* Changes in sleep and circadian
rhythm in adolescence are incon-
sistent with optimal learning when
morning start times are too early
(before 8:30-9 a.m.).

IT IS MORE important than ever
to make sure that our tax dollars
are wisely invested and that our
teachers are providing instruction
during a time when students are
best able to learn. The right school
schedule confers huge benefits for
students, families and our commu-
nity.

With more than 8,400 signa-
tures on our petition and agree-
ment from 85 percent of the more
than 6,000 parents who partici-
pated in an FCCPTA poll this sum-
mer, SLEEP calls on the School
Board to enact and implement
healthy school start times in 2009.

Sandy Evans and Phyllis Payne
are co-founders, and Terry Tuley is
chair of SLEEP (Start Later for
Excellence in Education Proposal).
Go to www.SLEEPinFairfax.org for
links to research cited in this
column.

From Page 10

Opinion

ConnectionNewspapers.com

Now! Thousands of pictures
of sports, graduations, current
events and more—never
published, but posted on the
Web. Free for evaluation,
available for prints.

Click on “Photo Gallery”
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“I have done a very
good job of steering the
county through tough
fiscal times before and
I will again.”

 — Supervisor Sharon Bulova
(D-Braddock)

From Page 4

News

doubled, resulting in sig-
nificantly higher taxes and
more revenue for county
government. Supervisors
should have been more con-
servative about spending the
additional money and add-
ing new county programs,
said Herrity.

The Springfield District su-
pervisor also implied that
Bulova and Connolly had not fo-
cused new revenue on the county’s
most critical needs. As the local
economy boomed, traffic got
worse and the locality, which is
looking at cutting public safety
funding, saw a spike in crime this
year, he said.

In his short time on the board,
the Springfield supervisor has also
been an advocate for more com-
munity involvement in Fairfax’s
budget process and supported the
board’s decision to hold commu-
nity dialogues about county bud-
get priorities this fall.

“[In recent years], we haven’t
had outside input into the budget
process other than public hear-
ings,” said Herrity.

BULOVA said she, Connolly and
the other veterans on the board
couldn’t be blamed for the county’s
current financial problems.

“This is a worldwide economic
downturn and Fairfax County is
affected by it. I have done a very
good job of steering the county
through tough fiscal times before
and I will again. Tom Davis was
chairman of the board the last time
we were affected by a recession
and it certainly wasn’t Tom’s
fault,” she said.

Many of Bulova’s Democratic
colleagues have already expressed
support for her and said her expe-
rience as budget chairman would

be a valuable asset.
“The main reason I am backing

Sharon is we need someone who
understands the budget back-
wards and forwards. There will be
tough decisions and we need
someone understands the ramifi-
cations of those tough decisions,”
said Supervisor Jeff McKay (D-
Lee).

Others, mostly Republicans,
have already come out for Herrity.

“Sharon was chairman of the
budget committee last year when
they put off a lot of their decisions.
They didn’t do what they might
have done because Gerry was run-
ning for Congress. They didn’t
make any of the tough decisions,”
said Davis.

HERRITY could face an uphill
battle getting elected countywide
as a Republican.

Fairfax has not had a Republi-
can chairman since Davis left the
post 13 years ago, and all but two
of the nine district supervisors are
Democrats. Michael Frey (Sully) is
the only other Republican on the
board.

The Nov. 4 election also wasn’t
encouraging. Sixty percent of
Fairfax County voters chose Presi-
dent-elect Barack Obama, giving
the Democrat over a 100,000-bal-
lot victory over Republican John
McCain in the locality.

Bulova also has a track record

Chairman Race Heats Up

of getting elected as a Democrat
in one of the county’s more mod-
erate-to-conservative magisterial
districts, said Scott Surovell, head
of the Fairfax County Democratic
Committee.

“Sharon has a long history of
getting things done and the
Braddock District voters have con-
firmed that five times now. She has
held that seat for 21 years, which
says a lot about her ability,” said
Surovell.

But Davis pointed out that his
successor, Kate Hanley, won the
county chairman seat in a similar,
unfavorable climate for the Demo-
crats in 1995.

Davis, who was then chairman,
was one of over 50 Republicans to
win new seats in the U.S. House
of Representatives in 1994. His
move to Congress triggered a spe-
cial election for county chairman
in an era when Republicans had
the advantage, but Hanley, a
Democrat, still won the
countywide seat.

“This is different set of issues,
different turnout model and dif-
ferent people from the [Nov. 4]
election,” he said.

In some ways, the Democratic
blow out on Nov. 4 could help
Herrity, according to Jim Hyland,
head of the Fairfax County Repub-
lican Committee.

“I have no doubts that Republi-
cans will be highly motivated
given that election,” he said.

“I don’t think the
county can afford
three more years of
the same.”

 — Supervisor
Patrick Herrity
(R-Springfield)
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731-A Walker Road      Great Falls, Virginia       703-759-6300
Kathleen M. Hunt
Managing Broker

Weichert, Realtors Great Falls Office

We Sell More Because We Do More!

Great Falls             $3,900,000
Beautifully sited magnificent home on 2.16
professionally landscaped acres in fabulous
Falcon Ridge. Beautiful marble foyer
graced by floating staircase, 4 finely fin-
ished levels with 7 bedrooms, 6.5 bath-
rooms and 3 fireplaces. New kitchen and
two butler’s pantries. Two story, five sided
sunroom/family room. This home has it
all……..including a gorgeous pool.

Great Falls             $1,650,000
This home is move-in ready, well cared for
and maintained by meticulous sellers.
Gorgeous resort like setting features beauti-
ful brick home with heated pool and very
private landscaped backyard overlooking
stream. Dramatic architecture, walls of win-
dows, lots of light, a fabulous house. Pride of
ownership abounds. Great LOCATION, close
to village and major arteries.

Great Falls             $1,199,000
Professional landscaping frames this beautiful
home within a private wooded oasis. Dynamite
upgraded kitchen with granite and stainless
steel appliances. Hardwoods throughout, huge
walk-in closets. Move-in ready. Walkable neigh-
borhood. Walk to River Bend and
Great Falls Parks.

Great Falls              $2,699,000
Beautiful views of the Blue Ridge Mountains
from the gorgeous pool area. Lots of light.
Unique appointments such as pocket doors
to hidden bar on main level. Master suite on
the main level. Lower level features media
room, bar, temperature controlled wine stor-
age, work out room, projects room. Beautiful
suite over garage for inlaws/aupair.

Great Falls             $1,625,000
Enjoy World Class Golf Course Community
Enjoy outstanding lifestyle in this exclusive
custom built home on three luxurious levels
with over 6400 sq. ft. 5 BR, 4.5 BA with an
abundance of windows and natural daylight on
all 3 levels.  Pristine hardwood floors, moldings,
trim and architectural appointments through-
out.  Rear two-tier deck and flagstone patio
overlooking 1.75 private landscaped acres.
Newly updated home
with bright open floor
plan - perfect for
entertaining.

Cleveland Park Gem! $795,000
Live in DC in a suburban setting.

Renovated/updated, 3 BRs, 1.2 BAs, hard-
wood flrs throughout, new windows, gran-
ite in kitchen, new SS appliances, ceramic
tile in baths, LR w/frpl, DR, den, Master
w/sitting room slate roof, expansive porch,
great lot - close to Metro, Mazza Gallery, &
restaurants.

Great Falls             $1,699,000
In the Heart of Great Falls

All brick Custom home - 7750 sq. ft. on 3 fin-
ished levels. Wonderfully sited on 2.58 land-
scaped acres. Beautiful finishes & upgrades
throughout home. Expansive size rooms,
gourmet kitchen, hardwood floors, additional
caterers kitchen, main level full bathroom
adjacent to library/potential 6th bedroom,
large master suite with sitting room, 2 laun-
dry room, lots of daylight, wine cellar, walk-
out lower level,  3 car garage plus an addi-
tional separate garage/workshop.

Glynis Canto (703) 395-2355 & SheilaCooper (703) 626-1033

Great Falls             $1,149,000
“New England” in Great Falls!

Refreshed & Renewed both Inside & Out.
Lg, Stately Colonial on 2 Picturesque Acres.
Fully-Renovated & Move-In-Ready.  So much
new incl Hardiplank Siding, Windows &
Roof.  New Granite Kitchen w/ SS Appl.  5
Upper-Lvl Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths.  1st Flr
Library, Upper-Lvl Laundry, 3 Fireplaces.
HW Flrs on Main & Upper Lvls.
Fully-Finished LL.  Idyllic
Setting on Peaceful Cul-de-Sac.
Langley HS.  Incredible Value!

Call Robyn Carton
(703) 622-0004.

Call Kathy Amano
703-819-7433 or
Jeanne Mullahy

703-728-5222.

Call Michelina Queri (703) 217-1234

Great Falls
Shows like no other!  This home sets the stage for
romance & bliss. Previously featured in the
Washington DC Metropolitan Home Book. Truly
custom all brick home sits on 1.75 acres and wel-
comes you to an exquisite experience. 3 finished
levels.Approx.9000 sq.ft of living space all rich
with intricate detail throughout; marble foyer
entrance with lighted barrel ceiling, arched door-
ways, 10’ ceilings throughout, professional style
kitchen with extended sunroom, artisan glass and
SO MUCH more.  5 bedrooms, 5 full baths, 2 half
baths. Available for private tour.

COM
IN

G

SO
ON

COM
IN

G

SO
ON

Great Falls
Superb French Country design by noted DC
Architect sits on 5 private acres with pool &
tennis court, approx.8500 sq.ft on 2 finished lev-
els. A seamless blend of style and substance;
grand marble 2 story foyer & sweeping circular
staircase, professional grade kitchen with con-
venient catering kitchen. 4 bedroom suites,
bonus room, 5 full baths, 2 half
baths. 4 car garage with living
quarters above. Available for pri-
vate tour.

Great Falls             $1,400,000
Build your dream home this fabulous 4.5
acre level lot on one of the area’s most cov-
eted streets. Bring your own Builder or use
owner, Suburban Builders. Lot is approved
for a 7 bedroom septic site as well as 2
wells if desired.

Call Carol Ellickson (703) 862-2135

Great Falls $1,250,000
Magnificent home on nearly two
acres with a pool, screened porch
and pergola.  Renovated and
expanded by Greenwald Cassell
boasting 5 BR’s on upper level,
large gourmet kitchen w/ profes-
sional appliances, main lvl office
and opulent master suite.
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731-A Walker Road      Great Falls, Virginia       703-759-6300
Kathleen M. Hunt
Managing Broker

Weichert, Realtors Great Falls Office

We Sell More Because We Do More!

Congratulations to our elite team of Realtors for their outstanding success

in 2008. Their dedication to our clients, commitment to excellence, and

unwavering professionalism makes them outshine the competition!

Chairman of the Board

Joan Stokes Carol Ellickson

Chairman of the Board Elite

Vivian Lyons & Debbie McGuireMichelina Queri

Chairman’s Club

Said ZangenehAnn HoganCasey Thompson

President’s Club

Robyn Carton Frank & Judy Roche Susan CanisDianne Van Volkenburg

Executive’s Club

Robin Hill Marie Allocca Chada Davis Robin Bono

Terrilynn Kelley Jeanne Mullahy Mimi Glasgow

Malihe Karimi Tim AndersonBob Nelson

Carina Slepian

Million Dollar Club

Helen Flynn Anne Marie Charaoui Eugene Curtin Kathy AmanoChristine Richardson Laura Doucet Mack/Trump Team Mary Walker

Glenn Feagans

Glynis Canto & Sheila Cooper



18  ❖  Great Falls Connection  ❖  November 19-25, 2008 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Where every day is an Irish celebration!
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Wednesday,

Friday &
Saturday

Nights

SUNDAY BRUNCH
11AM

to
3PM

SUNDAY NIGHTS

• Nov. 23 - IONA
• Nov. 30 - Jody Marshall

Corner Walker Road & Georgetown Pike in The Village Center
Great Falls, VA • 703-759-3309

www.oldbrogue.com

Mon-Fri, 6:00 AM-3:00 PM
Sat.-Sun. 8:00 AM-3:00 PM

703-759-2759

Celtic Concerts at the Old Brogue

Tickets: Reservations must be
made in advance. Concert tickets
are $15 each or a season ticket is
$52 for all four shows. The venue
is non-smoking and a full menu is
available. Call 703-759-3309.

Two shows for Each Concert  at 5 P.M. and 7 P.M.

From Page 13

Calendar

$5 student. 703-790-5450 or
www.oakcrest.org.

Gavin Mikhail. Pop/rock. 7 p.m. $10.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. N.E.,
Vienna. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

“Noises Off,” 7:30 p.m. at Langley
High School, 6520 Georgetown Pike,
McLean. 703-287-2700 or
www.langley drama.com.

Grange Hall Concert for
Environmental Change, with the
Jim & Ashley Cash Band. 8 p.m. at
the 9818 Georgetown Pike, Great
Falls. Tickets $10. 703-421-7210 or
www.jimandashleycash.com.

Great Falls School of Art Silent
Auction, 7 p.m. at1144 Walker
Road, Great Falls. All proceeds will
assist the Great Falls School of Art
locate, equip and manage a teaching
facility in Great Falls. Reservations
required,
www.greatfallsfoundationforarts.org.

Oakton Church of the Brethren’s
15th Annual Christmas Craft
Show, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Free
admission. All proceeds go to
repayment of the church’s
handicapped access renovation
project loans. 10025 Courthouse Rd.,
Vienna. 703-281-4411 or
www.oaktonbrethren.org.

SATURDAY/NOV. 22
“Madeline’s Christmas,” 11 a.m.

and 7:30 p.m. at the Oakcrest School,
850 Balls Hill Road, McLean. Tickets
for 11 a.m. are $5 per person, $20
per family. Tickets for 7:30 p.m. are
$10 adult, $5 student. 703-790-5450
or www.oakcrest.org.

29th Annual Holiday Bazaar, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. at Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax, 2709 Hunter

Mill road, Oakton. Water media,
glass, knitting, jewelry and more.
Mellarkins@verizon.net.

Plymouth Rock and Roll
Thanksgiving Show:
Rocknoceros Gives Thanks for
YOU! Music for kids. 11 a.m. $10.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. N.E.,
Vienna. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

Tracy Grammer. Acoustic/folk. 7 p.m.
$15. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
N.E., Vienna. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

The Dreamscapes Project and
Zelos. Acoustic rock. 9:30 p.m. $10
in advance, $12 at the door. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. N.E., Vienna.
703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

“Noises Off,” 7:30 p.m. at Langley
High School, 6520 Georgetown Pike,
McLean. 703-287-2700 or
www.langley drama.com.

Oakton Church of the Brethren’s
15th Annual Christmas Craft
Show, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Free
admission. All proceeds go to
repayment of the church’s
handicapped access renovation
project loans. 10025 Courthouse Rd.,
Vienna. 703-281-4411 or
www.oaktonbrethren.org.

SUNDAY/NOV. 23
Iona performs pan-Celtic music 5

p.m. and 7 p.m. at The Snuggery of
the Old Brogue Irish Pub, 760-C
Walker Road, Great Falls.
Reservations required. $15. 703-759-
3309. Visit www.IonaMusic.com.

29th Annual Holiday Bazaar, 10:30
a.m.-2 p.m. at Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax, 2709 Hunter
Mill Road, Oakton.
Mellarkins@verizon.net.

Pete and J, Garrison Starr  and

Taylor Carson. Roots/pop. 7:30
p.m. $10. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple
Ave. N.E., Vienna. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

TUESDAY/NOV. 25
Tea Tasting. 10 a.m. Green Teas. $20.

Cathy’s Corner in the Village Centre,
Great Falls. 703-757-6209 or
www.greatfallsteagarden.com.

VTRCC Chamber 101. 4:30-5:30 p.m.
at Lofty Salon & Wellness Center,
354 Maple Ave. West, Vienna. How
to maximize Chamber membership;
prospective members learn how
membership can benefit. Free. 703-
281-1333.

VTRCC Holiday Mixer. 5:30-7:30
p.m. at Lofty Salon & Wellness
Center, 354 Maple Ave. West,
Vienna. Mona Harb, owner of Lofty
Salon will host a VTRCC holiday
event. $10 members, $15 non-
members. 703-281-1333.

WEDNESDAY/NOV. 26
Turkey Trot. 10:30 a.m. Age 2-5 with

adult.
Stories and activities. Dolley Madison

Library, 1244 Oak ridge Ave.,
McLean. 703-356-0770.

Reggae Night with The Iternals
and The One Band. 8 p.m. $10 in
advance, $12 at the door. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. N.E., Vienna.
703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

THURSDAY/NOV. 27
The Feast: Bo Jankans, Sleepy

Hollow, Blackbox
Entertainment and Trekot. Hip-
hop. 9 p.m. $10. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. N.E., Vienna. 703-255-
1566 or www.jamminjava.com.
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Leather
AccessoriesPaul’s

703-759-3735 www.Paulsleather.com
9903 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA

Baseline &
Superlight Event
up to
30% off
Selected Items

®

MARGARET HADDAD
M.R.B.S., Adv T. Cert., Prof. D.T. Dip

9911 Georgetown Pike • Great Falls, VA 22066

Studio of Classical Ballet, LLC

THE NUTCRACKER

703-759-3366For More information, call:

Presents
The Haddad Youth Ballet

in

with International Guest Artists
Sat., Nov. 29 - 2 & 7 p.m.

Sun., Nov. 30 - 4 p.m.
The Madeira School

Georgetown Pike, McLean

From Page 11

School Notes

Tech as a student ambassador
for the 2008-09 academic year.
The graduate ambassadors pro-
gram provides opportunities for
graduate students to be actively in-
volved in building and promoting
a graduate community. The focus
of the Graduate Ambassadors Pro-
gram is to assist with graduate
school information sessions and
conduct special advising sessions.
They also help with graduate
school orientation, preview week-
end and mentoring new graduate
students.

Oakton High School Dance
Team Clinic, Dec. 15-18, from
3:30-5:30 p.m. at Oakton High
School, 2900 Sutton Road, Vienna.
Open to students in grades 7-12.
Pre-clinic registration $90, regis-
tration at the door $100. Contact
Missy Isakowitz at
isakowitz5@gmail.com or Coach
Rowley at
Karen.Rowley@fcps.edu.

Alyssa Marie Mesich, daugh-
ter of Sandy and Gary Mesich of
Vienna, was inducted into Beta
Gamma Sigma at James Madison
University. Mesich is majoring in
business administration.
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THE
GREEK TAVERNA

Lamb & Seafood
Specials Daily

Call for Reservations
703-556-0788

Now Accepting Reservations
for your Holiday Parties
Ample Indoor Parking

Fox Ridge Christmas Tree Farm
All Sizes Available

Wide Selection of 10’ - 12’ Trees
Reasonably Priced

Saws and Netting Provided

10712 Creamcup Lane
Great Falls, VA 22066

703-759-9623
Open Weekends Only

703-438-1700

Remember Last Year?

Visit Our New Location 776 Walker Rd. • Great Falls, VA

Lights ~ Tree Stands ~ Timers ~ Cords & Plugs ~ Bird Feeder &
Seed... (and a chainsaw or two for that special gift!)

Holiday Supplies

We’re taking orders for snow blowers
Ice melt ~ Sand ~ Shovels ~ Sleds ~ Led Lights

Toboggans are in stock

Find strength, find balance,
find peace...

one breath at a time.
BelovedYoga offers classes for all levels:

Hatha Yoga  • Vinyasa (Power) Yoga • Children’s

BelovedYoga
1137 Walker Rd. #4 (located just off Rt. 7), Great Falls, VA 22066

www.belovedyoga.com

703-860-YOGA

$10 offyour first pass(with ad)

No Sessions, Drop in anytime!

Gift

Certif
icates

Availa
ble

By Danielle Landau

The Connection

ADELER JEWELERS is a family-
owned jewelry store in Great Falls.
The small store offers customized
jewelry and design-your-own
pieces. It is known for its life-long
service and beautiful pieces in ev-
ery price range. Jorge Adeler, owner
and a Vienna resident, started the
business 34 years ago and recom-
mends custom cufflinks made of
coins for the hard-to-please hus-
band this holiday season. Daugh-
ter Wendy, who works as the vice
president of marketing for the busi-
ness said, “I recommend pearls for
women of all ages because they
come in every color, length, type
and price range and they truly never
go out of style.” The store is located
at 772 Walker Road, and more in-
formation can be found online at
www.AdelerJewelers.com, 703-
759-3517.

POSH PAWS is the ultimate pet
gift store. Stocked with breed-spe-
cific ornaments, lush beds and
squeaky toys in every shape and
size, a trip to the gift shop is vital
this holiday season. For those who
have never been to the Seneca Hill
Animal Hospital Resort and Spa,
located on Georgetown Pike, here
is an idea: take a tour and receive

A look at Great
Falls’ one-of-a-
kind gifts this
holiday season.

Gifts with
Personal
Touch

Holiday Gift Guide

See Gift Guide,  Page 23

Jorge Adeler
with daugh-
ters Wendy,
left, and
Valentina,
right, Adeler
Jewelers.

Photos by

Danielle Landau/

The Connection

Starr Hamby, Seneca Hill Animal Hospital employee, in
front of a wall stocked with holiday toys for dogs.

Diane Perrino, Vienna resident and customer, and Cathy
Moran, owner of Cathy’s Corner.

Alanson R. Anderson, general manager of Maison Du Vin,
in front of assortment of fine wines.

Build Your
Community

Support Your
Local Businesses.

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Holiday Savings For You & Your Pet
At Seneca Hill Posh Paws Boutique

25% OFF ALL POSH PAWS

PURCHASES

COUPON EXPIRES 12/28/08 e-mail address please

Seneca Hill Animal Hospital, Resort & Spa
11415 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA 22066

Corner of Leesburg and Georgetown Pikes
703.450.6760  www.senecahillvet.com

Take a Tour of Our Hospital & Resort and get a COMPLIMENTARY “Angel’s Wing” Holiday Collar

SOME EXCITING ITEMS ON SALE
• Bowser Beds
• Zuke’s Treats
• Pet Stop Raised Diners
• Melia Handcrafted Bowls
• Up Country
  Collars & Leads
• Greenies

• Down Winter Jackets
• Fleece Coats
• Sweaters
• Tons of Holiday Toys
• Holiday Stockings
• Furminators
• All Cat Toys & Treats

• Pawsitively Gourmet Treats
• All Free Range Treats
• Hundreds of Plush Toys
• Premier Toys
• Planet Dog
• Petmate Kennel Cabs
• Sherpa Airline Bags

Picture Day with Santa
Saturday, December 6, 2008

8 am to 2 pm
Photos by Paws & Claws Photography

One 5x7 for $15.00
Two 5x7 for $25.00

A portion of the proceeds is donated to local rescue groups.
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www.gstephendulaney.com

Faith Notes are for announcements and
events in the faith community. Send to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

Western Fairfax Christian Min-
istries is looking for volunteers to
provide food baskets at Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas. Western Fairfax
Ministries will provide information
about a family in need, and the volun-
teer will deliver the basket(s) directly to
the sponsored family. Contact Pam Ryan
at 703-988-9656 or volunteer@
wfcmva.org.

Learning the history and meaning of
the Christian Faith as practiced at
Oakton United Methodist Church,
Sundays through Nov. 23, 9:45-10:30
a.m. 2951 Chain Bridge Road, Oakton,
at the intersection of Rt. 123 and Hunter
Mill Road. 703-938-1234.

Rabbi Lia Bass, on “Living a Life of
Torah,” 10 a.m. Sunday, Nov. 23. Rabbi
Bass, the first woman from Brazil to be
ordained as a Rabbi, will address the
challenges facing modern Jews who wish
to integrate tradition with modernity.
Congregation Beth Emeth, 12523 Law-
yers Road, Herndon. $18 for members of
Beth Emeth and Etz Hayim, $25 for non-
members. 703-860-4515, ext. 127.

Tenth Annual Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service, Tuesday,
7:30 p.m. on Nov. 25. Hosted by St.
Mark’s Catholic Church, 9970 Vale
Road, Vienna. Clergy will lead the ser-
vice with prayers for peace and
thanksgiving. Choirs from various con-
gregations in our community will join
together to provide an evening of inspir-

ing music. An offering will be collected
for Our Daily Bread and the Committee
Helping Others (CHO). Call the
Shepherd’s Center of Oakton-Vienna at
703-281-0538.

The Wonder of Christmas Holi-
day Concert, 6 p.m. on Saturday, Dec.
6 and Sunday, Dec. 7 at Columbia Bap-
tist Church, 103 West Columbia St.,
Falls Church. Featuring the Sanctuary
Choir and Orchestra, the Kids Praise
Children’s Choir, soloists, dance, and
classic Christmas carols. Admission is
free, but donations will be accepted for
our world hunger fund. 703-534-5700
or www.columbiabaptist.org.

Epiphany United Methodist
Church Annual Christmas Bazaar,
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. on Saturday, Dec.
6. Silent auction, crafts, Poinsettias,
wreaths and centerpieces for sale; baked
goods and lunch also available. Located
at 1014 Country Club Drive N.E.,
Vienna. 703-938-3494.

Jone Johnson Lewis discusses
what people mean by “spiritual but not
religious,” at the Northern Virginia Ethi-
cal Society, 11:00 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 7.
Free admission.  Address: 225 Nutley
St., NW, Vienna. 703-437-3161 or
www.esnv.org.

Messiah Sing, with soloists and
orchestra, Saint Luke Festival Choir and
chamber orchestra, Paul Skevington,
artistic Director, and Cheryl Branham,
conductor. 4 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 14.
Saint Luke Catholic Church, 7001
Georgetown Pike, McLean.  Adults $15,
seniors and students $12. 703-356-0670
or www.musicinmclean.org.

Faith



Great Falls Connection  ❖  November 19-25, 2008  ❖  23www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

11515 Sunrise Valley Drive
Reston, VA 20191

(703) 620-5557www.blooms.com

Can’t be home for Thanksgiving?
Your flowers can be!

Call us and we’ll take
special care to send just

the right Blooms.

Remember, we deliver!

Order your Thanksgiving
centerpieces now

Hair For All Seasons
& Day Spa

Established: 1983

703-356-8844
Center of McLean • 6716 Whittier Ave., McLean, VA 22101

Get a Beautiful Hair Cut and Color  $95.00

Hair Cut and Highlight  $120.00

Men’s Hair Cut  $18.00

Get Ready for The Holidays!

Our Color Products are the Finest in the World!

Give a Gift to Pamper Him or Her
at our Full Service Spa

Grandmother’s Back Room

Village Centre, 756 E. Walker Road, Great Falls, VA 22206,

 703-759-2680

Do you know there is a special place in Great Falls
where you will find fashions by a broad range of
designers plus gifts for little people - infants through boys
size 12 & girls size 16. Here you will find a large selection
of unique and tasteful children’s clothes both classic and
contemporary as well as accessories like bows, tights,
socks and panties. This is also a great place to come for
special occasion and birthday gifts. Select from piggy-
banks,  jewelry, unusual stuffed animals (including almost
every breed of dog). We specialize in handmade receiving
blankets and hand knit hats and sweaters. This is truly a
unique Children’s Shop.

Grandmother ’ s  Back Room
Children ' s  Clothing and Gift s

Holiday Wear and Specialty Items,
Webkin plus a wide variety of

interesting stuffed animals.
Stroller  entrance

on back porch
Mon.-Sat.  Hours

10 to 5

Holiday Gift Guide

From Page xx

a free collar for your pet. The re-
sort and spa are two ways to spoil
your pet this season and while you
wait sip your complementary
Starbucks coffee. The gift shop is
a great place to look for presents
for all the animals in your life.
Posh Paws can be found at 11415
Georgetown Pike, 703-450-6760
or www.SenecaHillVet.com for
more information.

CATHY’S CORNER is a store full
of every possible gift for the girly
girl you know. The cozy shop is
filled with accessories, stationary,

luggage and personalized holiday
ornaments. Cathy Moran, the
storeowner said, “The most impor-
tant thing with holiday gifts is
finding things that are personal.
Most of the stuff in my store has
initials on it and the charm brace-
lets are great because you get to
pick out the charms for the lucky
recipient.” The affordable gift shop
is fun to look through and prom-
ises to have something for nieces,
daughters, sisters and even moms.
Located at 766 Walker Road, more
information can be found at
www.CathysCornerGreatFalls.com
or by calling the store at 703-759-
4975.

MAISON DU VIN is the newest
house of wine in Great Falls,
opened in October. With two tast-
ing machines containing 16 differ-
ent wines to try, the Maison is the
place to shop for wines for any
price. The wines are organized by
country. The store’s inviting look
is accentuated by the smell of new
wood. All of the wines are hand
selected by a panel of experts, so
any choice is truly a good choice.
Maison Du Vin is located at 756
Walker Road and can be reached
at 703-759-7330. Also check out
the Web site at www.Maison-
DuVin.com.

More than 55 quality antiques dealers offered a
variety of antique treasures at the McLean Commu-
nity Center’s (MCC) 32nd Annual McLean Antiques
Show and Sale, Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 8-9.

Show proceeds will benefit the Alden Theatre’s
James C. Macdonald Arts Scholarship Fund.

Managed by Pappabello Shows, the McLean An-
tiques Show and Sale offers American, English, Asian
and European antiques, decorative accessories, fur-
niture, folk art, fine porcelains, silver, linens, paint-
ings, Oriental rugs, jewelry and more.

Antique Treasures in McLean

Gail Crockett of Aunt Tink, vintage and
period costume jewelry located in Reston,
shows a mechanical gold flower brooch
that opens and closes.

Art Finkel brought hundreds of vintage
European, Asian and American posters for
the show.

SponsorFor info, see www.maddnova.org
or 703-379-1135
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La Petite Spa
Laser Veins & Laser Hair Removal Clinic

1137 Walker Road
Suite #3 Corner of Colvin Run Rd.

Great Falls, VA 22066
703.759.4100
www.LaPetiteSpa.com

Email:

lapetitespa@aol.com
Call us for a Free Laser Consultations

Welcomes our New
Esthetician Flor

Expert in Specialized Skin Care, Body Care,
Permanent Make-up and Massages

20% OFF

Not valid with any other offers or prior purchases. • Offer expires 12-15-08

any of the above
treatments

Gift Certificates
Available

•
•

By Kathleen J. Murphy

GFCA

O
ur Great Falls Beautifi
cation Project is dedi
cated to making the cen-

ter a Great Falls a truly beautiful
place to pass through, gather, en-
joy, and shop in. This process of
creating special spaces where
friends and family would enjoy
gathering is often referred to as

“placemaking.” The very first prin-
ciple of Placemaking is “the com-
munity is the expert.” You know
where the improvements can be
made. As you have wandered
around the village center, where
are the places you would like to
stop, but there’s no bench? Where
are the places you would like to
stroll, but there’s no path?  Where
are the places that make you

cringe, and you know there needs
to be plantings or other screening?
Where are the places you enjoy a
lot and gravitate towards? Let us
know your beautification
thoughts. Send us an e-mail with
your thoughts and observations
(kathleenjm@aol.com).

Another part of beautifying the
village center is your personal will-
ingness to share your presence

with the community.
“You can live in the greatest

neighborhood in the universe, but
if you can’t take the time to stop
in the cozy coffee shop, wander
over to the farmers market on Sat-
urday morning, or chat for a
minute with your neighbor in front
of the grocery store, then you
might as well live on the dark side
of the moon. And if too many

people in your neighborhood have
this kind of busy schedule, chances
are, things won’t stay great for
long.” (The Great Neighborhood
Book)

The next meeting, to be held at
the Great Falls Library Meeting
Room at 7 p.m. on Nov. 25 will
focus on visualizing changes that
could be made in the Great Falls
Village Center. All are welcome.

News

Community Engages in ‘Placemaking’ The writer is Chair of the
GFCA Long-Range Planning

and Development Committee.
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Sports

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

T
he Langley High football team
had high hopes of being a play
off team this past fall season af
ter beginning the season 3-1.

But the Saxons went 2-4 over the following
six games to finish at an unfulfilling 5-5 and
missing the eight-team Northern Region Div.
6 playoffs.

Injuries were certainly a factor in
Langley’s struggles over the second half of
the season, according to head coach John
Howerton. And a relentless schedule did not
help either. Three of the Saxons’ losses – at
Chantilly, 21-14, in the season opener, at
Oakton, 42-3, on Sept. 26, and at Liberty
District rival Stone Bridge, 38-0, on Oct. 10
– came against teams that will be playing
in region title games this weekend. Defend-
ing state AAA champion Stone Bridge (12-
0) will play Edison (12-0) in the Div. 5 re-
gion title game on Friday night, and Oakton
(12-0) and Chantilly (9-3) will hook up for
the Div. 6 region championship on Satur-
day afternoon.

Other losses to winning teams who went
on to make the region playoffs were against
district opponents Madison, 18-14, at home
on Oct. 3, and at W.T. Woodson, 28-14, on
Oct. 24.

One of the Saxons’ best wins of the sea-
son came over Herndon, 10-7, at home on
Sept. 12. The Hornets, which later in the
season upset perennial region power
Westfield, went on to qualify for the Div. 6
playoffs for the first time since 2003.

“I think if you go by strength of schedule,

we’re right up there near the top,” said
Howerton, who is now Langley’s longest
running football coach in school history fol-
lowing six seasons at the helm of the pro-
gram.

Unlike Div. 5 schools (smaller enrollment
schools in the Northern Region) where
teams have at times snuck into the
postseason with .500 or less records since
the playoff field expanded to eight teams
last year, teams in Div. 6 (larger schools)
are not as fortunate. Last year, Langley fin-
ished with a winning record at 6-4, but
barely missed out on the eighth and final
Div. 6 playoff bid. This season, at 5-5, the
Saxons were at least one win away from
qualifying.

Langley, which has the second smallest
enrollment among Div. 6 schools, is annu-
ally fighting for playoff spots against schools

larger than itself. Howerton said Langley
football has never had a huge roster size,
and therefore has never had outstanding
team depth. A few key injuries can severely
hinder the team’s playoff hopes.

SUCH INJURIES this past season occurred
when senior quarterback Danny Pritchett,
the team’s third year varsity starter, was lost
for four games over the middle of the sea-
son, and when talented junior linebacker
Austin Pritchett suffered a season-ending
injury three games into the season.

“I didn’t think our season was bad con-
sidering some things that happened [injury-
wise] over the course of the season,” said
Howerton. “Injuries hurt us. Our two best
players missed either half the season or
most of the season.”

Pritchett, in charge of the balanced Lan-

gley offense, threw for over 1,200 yards,
despite missing the four games. Howerton
said Pritchett, upon his return to the line-
up for the final three weeks, never quite
regained his earlier season form as a result
of still not being at full strength.

“Danny was a kid we’ve been grooming
for three years,” said Howerton, who be-
fore the season believed Pritchett was ready
to have a breakout season, which he did, as
the team’s starter. “I thought he did very
well. Before he was hurt he gave us some-
one who could throw tremendously. We
threw for more yards than ever before.”

Langley ran the ball well, giving the Sax-
ons a solid, balanced attack on offense. The
team’s leading rusher was senior David
Helmer, who rushed for 1,075 yards and 15
touchdowns. He was one of two running
backs in the Liberty District to gain more
than 1,000 yards this season, the other back
being Stone Bridge’s Daniel Allen.

The Langley skill position players cer-
tainly benefited from the outstanding offen-
sive line play, which included All-District
linemen Scott Jones at center, Garrett
Moore at guard and Chris Sievers at
tightend. All three Saxon players had stel-
lar senior seasons.

Jones, along with playing center and be-
ing the team’s special teams’ long snapper,
also played at a high level on the defensive
side of the field at an end position. There,
he led Langley in tackles.

“The kid had a fantastic year,” said
Howerton, of the 6-5, 240-pound Jones.
“He’s a tall kid and he can run.”

A lot of key players will be lost to gradu-
ation, but Howerton is confident about the
future of the program.

“Our kids are good and tough and they
work hard,” said Howerton, the former West
Potomac High coach before coming to Lan-
gley. “I want us to be competitive with any-
one we play. I’d like to be able to get to the
playoffs next year.”

Saxons started fast,
but missed out on
Div. 6 playoffs.

Injuries, Tough Schedule Hurt Langley Football

Chantilly QB Roger Strittmatter throws the ball against Langley in both
teams’ season opener earlier this fall. Saxon player Chris Sievers (17) is
to the left, and Austin Pritchett (11) is to the right.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
C

r
a
i
g
 
S
t
e
r
b
u
t
z
e
l
/
T

h
e
 
C

o
n

n
e
c
t
i
o

n

The Regency Reds, a 14-under tennis team made up of six boys and
girls players combined, recently won the Mid Atlantic Championship in
their respective age group. As a result, the team was set to travel to
Mobile, Alabama to represent the Mid Atlantic at the USTA National
Team Tennis Championship. The Reds practice at the Regency Sport
and Health Club in McLean.

The fall sports season has pretty much been completed. Langley had
good success in cross country as the Saxon girls finished third in the
Liberty District, while the boys were fifth. Here, Saxon boys’ runner
David Raffman (848) competes among a group of runners at the early
season Monroe Parker meet at Burke Lake Park.
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Sports Notes
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Assembly of God
Vienna Assembly of God ... 703-938-7736

Washington Christian Church...703-938-7720
Cristo Es Mi Refugio...703-938-7727

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ... 703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church ... 703-757-8134
Cartersville Baptist Church ... 703-255-7075

Fellowship Baptist Church ... 703-385-8516
First Baptist Church ... 703-938-8525

The Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Vienna Baptist Church ... 703-281-4400

New Union Baptist Church... 703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center... 202-331-2122

Church of the Brethern
Oakton Church of the Brethern ... 703-281-4411

Catholic
Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Our Lady of Good Counsel ... 703-938-2828
St. Athanasius Catholic Church ... 703-759-4555

St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ... 703-938-6521

Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991
St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Lutheran
Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119

St. Athanasius Lutheran Church... 703-455-4003

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist ... 703-759-3509

Church of the Good Shepherd ... 703-281-3987
Dunn Loring United Methodist ... 703-573-5386
Ephiphany United Methodist ... 703-938-3494
Great Falls United Methodist... 703-759-3705

Oakton United Methodist ... 703-938-1233
Vale United Methodist ... 703-620-2594

Wesley United Methodist ... 703-938-8700
Smith Chapel United Methodist ... 571-434-9680

Non-Denominational
Christian Assembly Church ... 703-698-9777

Presbyterian
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church ... 703-560-6336

Korean Central Presbyterian ... 703-698-5577
Vienna Presbyterian ... 703-938-9050

Quaker
Langley Hills Friends...703-442-8394

Seventh-Day Adventist
Northern Virginia Christian Fellowship ... 703-242-9001

Vienna Seventh Day Adventists ... 703-938-8383

Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax ...  703-281-4230

Unity
Unity of Fairfax ... 703-281-1767

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

To Highlight Your
Faith Community

call Karen at:
(703) 917-6468

b

b

News

From Page 5

Langley Presents ‘Noises Off’
years,” she said. “We saw it on

Broadway a few years back and
they’ve just been bugging me.” She
did direct the play at McLean High
School in 1988, but she said, that
was before her present students
were born.

“It’s considered by many to be
the funniest farce ever made, and
it’s certainly the funniest show I’ve
ever done or seen,” Jaffe said.

Senior Meg Honigberg hardly
had time to introduce herself as
the character Selsdon, who plays
a character simply called “Bur-
glar,” before she had to run
onstage clutching a bottle of whis-
key.

As they rehearsed a scene from
Act II, the students chased each
other around the “backstage” set,
wielding an axe at one another,
finding and re-stashing the whis-
key bottle and tying each other’s
shoes together in silence while
running on and offstage. When
offstage, they could be heard on
the stage of “Nothing On.”

SOPHOMORE Hayley Mueller

plays Brooke, who plays Vicki, and
she said both characters were
“kind of stupid.” While Brooke
“doesn’t know what’s going on
most of the time,” the character
she plays is “kind of a skank,”
Mueller said.

Then she had to hurry onstage
to throw a silent tantrum.

“We’ve got, what, 20 doors?”
Brandt said, indicating the set.
“Every single second, someone is
going on and off [stage] and do-
ing crazy things.” While his own

character is in over his head as the
director, he said, he still finds time
to point out all the other charac-
ters’ flaws. “I’m just really mean
to people.”

And Selsdon’s dysfunction? “I’m
a washed-up old actress who has

a bit of a love for whiskey,” said
Honigberg. She said her character
was conveyed more in her move-
ments and expressions than her
dialogue, particularly when de-
picting her inebriation, which be-
comes increasingly pronounced in
each act. The challenge, she said,
is not to overdo it.

“My character is kind of fun be-
cause I get to stand there and be
oblivious,” Mueller said. She said
Brooke is a deeper character than
she initially seems, although this
does not come out until the sec-
ond act.

She said she had never per-
formed in a play that included an
entire act of running around the
stage with no dialogue, and she
said timing the frantic “backstage”
action to coincide with what was
going on “onstage” during the sec-
ond act was a major challenge.

Audiences would enjoy the co-
medic timing, ridiculous charac-
ters and the fact that the show
“doesn’t take itself too seriously,”
Mueller said. “It’s very subtle and
overt. It goes both ways.”

Tickets and Times
“Noises Off” is showing at 7:30 p.m.

this Thursday, Friday and Saturday,
Nov. 20 to 22 at Langley High School,
6520 Georgetown Pike. Tickets cost
$10, and $1 from each ticket sale will
be donated to the Make-A-Wish
Foundation.

The cast of “Noises Off” rehearses a scene from “Nothing On.”
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Call for pricing and availability
To add your Realtor represented Open House

to these weekly listings, please call
In Great Falls, Salome, 703-917-6467, or salome@connectionnewspapers.com

In Vienna, Don, 703-917-6466, or donpark@connectionnewspapers.com
In McLean, Lauri , 703-917-6460, or lauri@connectionnewspapers.com

To add your Realtor represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please contact:
In Great Falls, Salome, 703-917-6467, or
salome@connectionnewspapers.com

In Vienna, Don, 703-917-6466, or
donpark@connectionnewspapers.com

In McLean, Lauri , 703-917-6460, or
lauri@connectionnewspapers.com

OPEN HOUSES
Saturday/Sunday November 22 & 23

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this Connection Newspaper.
 For more real estate listings and open houses visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com,

click the Real Estate links on the right side.

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

McLean
1781 Chain Bridge Rd #202 $585,000 Sat 12-5 Maureen Simpson Christopher 703-356-6035
1781 Chain Bridge Rd #401 $649,990 Sat 12-6 Maureen Simpson Christopher 703-356-6035
1781 Chain Bridge Rd #108 $880,000 Sat 12-5 Maureen Simpson Christopher 703-356-6035
5934 Frazier Ln $899,000 Sun 1-4 Cecelia Lofton Weichert 703-821-8300
1575 Maddux Ln $2,199,900 Sun 12-4 Lilian Jorgenson Long & Foster 703-790-1990

Great Falls
11539 Tralee Dr $1,790,000 Sun 1-4 Rosalie Sarson Weichert 703-934-0400939
721 Ellsworth Ave $1,921,000 Sun 1-4 Karen Martins McEnearney 703-790-
9090Seneca Rd $1,950,000 Sun 1-4 Aaron Seekford Realty Corp 9 203-836-6116

Vienna
9510 Liberty Tree Lane  $699,000 Sun 1-4 Carol Dilks Weichert  703-623-4646
2510 Fernwood Dr $749,000 Sun 1-4 Elizabeth Slucher Long & Foster 703-220-5235
7992 Reserve Way $759,000 Sun 1-4 Farooq Akram Jobin 571-437-1711
1320 Schuman Ct $849,000 Sun 1-4 Michael Schmidle Real Estate by Owner 703-212-9506
9478 Deramus Farm Ct $1,150,000 Sun 1-4 Nancy Davis Long & Foster 703-905-1100
9509 Francis Young Ln $1,459,320 Sun 12-4 Lilian Jorgenson Long & Foster 703-790-1990

NEXT MONTH

Great Falls
721 Ellsworth Ave $1,921,000 12/14 1-4 Karen Martins McEnearney 703-790-9090

Vienna
9509 Francis Young Ln $1,459,320 12/7 12-4 Lilian Jorgenson Long & Foster 703-790-1990

New Station by Fall 2010
From Page 3

News

than 300 feet north of
Georgetown Pike, reaching past
the existing entrance to the cut
through, Tad Borkowski, transpor-
tation planner, said. He said the
road would only need to be wid-
ened along the 140 feet or so clos-
est to the intersection and the
county may need to acquire a strip
of land two or three feet wide from
the owner of the shopping center
on that corner in order to have
room for the sidewalk and utility
strip. The sidewalk on Georgetown
Pike will now reach around the
corner to the existing cut through.

The intersection will also be-
come more pedestrian friendly in
other ways. “The new signal will
have updated pedestrian equip-
ment,” Lim said, noting that this
included a feature that counts
down until the stop signal. Also,
the crosswalks on the south and
west sides of the intersection will
be redesigned to be more visible.

SOME GFCA MEMBERS won-
dered why there were no plans to
create a crosswalk on the north
side of the intersection and

Hojatzadeh explained that the
slope on the northwest quadrant
would have to be leveled to bring
such a crosswalk into compliance
with the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act and leveling the corner
would require the two large trees
there to be taken out.

The trees also will affect users
of the new turn lane. “It will not
be right turn on red. It can’t be
because of the sight distance,”
Supervisor John Foust (D-
Dranesville) said, noting that the
two trees block visibility.

Asked whether any changes
would need to be made to accom-
modate drivers who would have
used the cut through to travel
north from Georgetown Pike to
Walker Road, Borkowski said traf-
fic simulation software showed

that a longer left-turn lane would
not be necessary. The intersection
now functions at a service level of
D — just passable — and will con-
tinue to function at that level af-
ter the closing of the cut through
and addition of the right-turn lane.

As for the station itself, plans
have not changed much since the
county presented them to the
GFCA in April, but most of the
details have been filled in, Lim
said, and he noted that the pro-
jected budget has actually been
reduced from $13.2 million to
$12.1 million. “It appears that we
are right now in very good shape.”

The new station is expected to
be open in the fall of 2010. Dur-
ing construction, Lim said,
firefighters and equipment will
probably stay on-site, the person-
nel in trailers and the equipment
under a tent. However, he said that
plan was still under review.

The station is being replaced
because, having been built in
1960, it is too small and is no
longer up to code. The new sta-
tion will also be a “green building”
with a silver Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design (LEED)
certification. It will include rain
gardens and a “green roof” with
soil and plantings and will be
made with recycled materials and
designed to conserve natural re-
sources.

Lim said the county had hired
outside consultants to evaluate
plans for the station and estimate
the cost of construction and there
will be a competitive bid on the
project’s contract in the spring.

“We don’t just call someone and
say, ‘Hi, build me a fire station and
bill me when you’re done,” he said.

“It will not be right
turn on red. It can’t
be because of the
sight distance.”

— Supervisor John Foust
(D-Dranesville)

To have community events listed in the
Connection, send to greatfalls@con-
nectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Friday.

WEDNESDAY/NOV. 19
Vienna Board of Zoning Appeals

meeting, 8 p.m. at Town Hall. For
agenda information, call 703-255-6341.

THURSDAY/NOV. 20
Vienna Board of Architectural

Review meeting, 8 p.m. at Town
Hall. For agenda information, call
703-255-6341.

TUESDAY/NOV. 25
Transportation Safety

Commission meeting, 8 p.m. at
Town Hall. For agenda information,
call 703-255-6385.

TUESDAY/DEC. 2
Annual Meeting of Members and

Holiday Party for the Greater
McLean Chamber of Commerce,
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at Boone & Sons
Jewelers, 1320 Old Chain Bridge
Road, McLean. Vote for the 2009
Board of Directors and Officers.
Katharine Ryan, 703-356-5424 or
kryan@mcleanchamber.org.
www.mcleanchamber.org.

Bulletin Board

Store Hours:
M-SAT 10-5

1319 Chain Bridge Road
McLean, Virginia  22101

703.790.5649

Squire Chase

7
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

AUTO REPAIR

GENERAL SERVICE 
TECHNICIAN

P/T Safety & Emissions Inspector
Min 2 years exp,  Reston location

Competitive pay and benefits
Call Mike at 703-620-6595

COMMERCIAL CARPET 
CLEANING TECH,  P/T

15-20 hrs/wk.  Evenings/weekends.  Exp 
pref’d but not req’d.  Must be US citizen, 
good driving record, able to pass criminal 
background check.  Spanish a plus.  Fax 
resume to 703-288-4921 or email 
pmcquiney@freedomflooringinc.com

DIRECT SALES 
CONSULTANT

WOMEN'S COUTURE FASHION

The Carlisle Collection, New York is 
looking for entrepreneurial women in 
Northern   Virginia   with    great    style, 
connections and a love for fashion. Our 
collections   are   shown   4  times  a  year 
in a trunk show setting. The business 
model provides great financial potential 
with   a   flexible   schedule. Learn  
about this exciting opportunity: email 
tparent@carlisleny.com

EARN PAID TIME OFF!
CNA’s/Companions/Live - Ins 

Needed immediately to  help with  daily 
meals, errands, chores, laundry, etc. 
Flexible schedules - work when you 
want.  Paid training, double time for hol-
idays.    PT/FT.   Call now 703-766-4019.

HOUSE CLEANERS
PT/FT. M-F.  Day work.  Sal. range  $10-14/hr. 
Will train. Car necessary. Call 703-255-0746

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

Nysmith School
Preschool - 8th Grade

We Are Hiring 
• Immediate Opening: FT Administra 

tive Assistant - Strong computer skills 
a must - $22.34/hour.

•  Elementary   Math   and   Lang.    Arts 
Co-Teacher beginning January 2009.  
College Degree Required.

Send resumes to: resume@nysmith.com
FAX: 703-713-3336
Web: www.nysmith.com

Immediate openings for outgoing indi-
viduals to promote our products in stores.
Flexible hours. No phone work.  Part-time
and possible full-time positions.

Call 800-379-8310 to learn more.
EOE  M/F/D/V.

STAFF ACCOUNTANT
Nat’l non-profit org seeks exp’d Staff Ac-
countant; respons for A/P, c card receipt 
proc,  journal ent,   acct analysis, acct 
reconcil; Great Plains exp a plus; excel-
lent   salary   and   benefits.    
Email or fax resume and  salary  history: 
frontdesk@fcclainc.org,  703-860-2713.

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspaper
business. Internships available
in reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid. Call
John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or
email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

0408-6

0316-1

SEE YOUR NAME IN PRINT!
Be the first person to fax in the correct crossword puzzle answers,

and we’ll put your name here! Fax the completed puzzle, with
your name, the puzzle number, and the time and date of the fax,

to the Crossword Puzzle Desk, fax #703-917-0998.
The winner of puzzle #0407-6 is:

Ted Yaffe
Note: Due to space limitations, the crossword may not appear from

time to time. In that case, you may look on our Web site:
www.connectionnewspapers.com and click on the “Print Editions” button.

It should appear in a newspaper from a different Classifieds zone.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Lic. #7363

NO JOB TOO BIG NO JOB TOO SMALL Residential & Commercial

ASPHALT ASPHALT

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

George Ruben
Electrical • Handyman

Services
703-408-0431
Licensed & Insured

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Bashian American Builders
Professional, Quality 

Home Remodeling & Renovations
*Custom cabinetry and trim,

*Kitchens, *Baths, *Basements,
*Additions, *Handyman services

703-357-2652 / 703-496-7767
No job too small

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-803-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@yahoo.com

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

A&S LANDSCAPING
Fall Cleanup • Planting • Mulching •
Sodding • Patios • Decks • Retaining

Walls • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Sweet Garden Lawn Care
•Leaf Clean-Up & Removal
•Gutter Cleaning
•Mowing & Pruning
•Mulching & Aeration

703-627-7723
for Free Est & Refs

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

C&M PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

PAINTING
DRYWALL REPAIR

WALLPAPER REMOVAL
Licensed   Insured    Bonded      FREE ESTIMATES

703-250-4241

PAINTING PAINTING

FALL SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

PAINTING PAINTING

Since 1981 VA License
#2705 023803

ROOFING ROOFING

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

FIREWOOD

Firewood
Seasoned Hardwood 

in Great Falls. 
$150 per cord  pick up  

$200 delivered/dumped 
in Great Falls area.
703-759-2448

GUTTER

LEAF
REMOVAL
GUTTER

CLEANING

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

703-354-4333

20 YEARS EXP.

• Wood Replace & Wrapping
• Pressure Washing,
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

metrogutter.com

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

KITCHEN &
BATH DESIGN

Class A Lic. Insured

Refacing,
Facelifts,

Basements,
Decks, Porches

MichaelsRemodeling.com

703-764-9563
Since 1979 Free Est.

Bigsculpture.org

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

FALL
CLEAN-UP

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Retaining Walls
Fall Clean-Up • Drainage Solutions

•Tree Stump Removal
• Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

New#- 571-312-7227

MULCH

OAK FIREWOOD
Full Cord

Guaranteed to Burn
or money back

Beware of truckloads
or racks

 703-327-4224
703-568-8014 cell

Curtis Neil

PAINTING

PLOUTIS PAINTING
& CONTRACTING

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING
GENERAL CARPENTRY & MORE

OVER 48 YEARS EXPERIENCE

*FREE ESTIMATES
Mention Ad for 10% Discount

703-360-1215
WWW.PLOUTISPAINTING.COM

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Tree Stump Removal
• Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

New#- 571-312-7227

HAULING

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

If tomorrow 
were never to
come, it would
not be worth
living today.

-Dagobert Runes
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T intends to file an application to construct a cellular tele-
communications tower at 2305 South Walter Reed Drive in Ar-
lington, Arlington County, Virginia. AT&T is publishing this no-
tice in accordance with Federal regulation 37CFR1.1301 et 
seq, the National Environmental Policy Act and the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation 36 CFR 800. The project ref-
erenced as “Wireless” will consist of a 73-foot tall stealth flag-
pole slimline monopole that will contain telecommunications 
antenna within the flagpole. The telecommunications equip-
ment will be placed within an 18-foot by 30-foot fenced com-
pound. An ice bridge will extend from the flagpole to the equip-
ment within the fenced compound and a backboard will be 
placed north of the fenced compound. Electric and telecommu-
nication underground from the fenced compound and proposed 
backboard to a utility pole located north of the proposed com-
pound and adjacent to South Four Mile Run Drive. Parties in-
terested in submitting comments or questions regarding any 
potential effects of the proposed facility on Historic Properties 
may do so in writing by contacting Louis Deal, AT&T, at 7150 
Standard Drive, Hanover, Maryland 21076 or c/o markos9@at-
cassociates.com.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements
PIANOS
1/2 Price

After more than 50 yrs - we’re closing out!
Band Instruments, guitars, violins,

office file cabs. & desks.
Pianos starting at $995

Call Gordon Keller
703-548-8833

29 Misc. for Sale 29 Misc. for Sale

INSURED AND BONDED
Proudly serving 22101, 22043, 22046, 22205, 22207

DISCOUNTS MONTHLY CONTRACTS
703/945-5045

info@ksrpetcare.com
for a FREE consultation or go to www.ksrpetcare.com

KSR Pet Care
Looking for a reliable professional pet sitter
for the Holidays? Need midday dog walking
or in-home  pet care? KSR Pet Care, LLC
offers all that, and more!

34 Pets 34 Pets 12 Commercial Lease

Small office spaces
near King St metro 

Patton office, Federal 
court. Share with 

other professionals 
703-683-5666

15 Getaways

Enjoy warm beach waters 
past Labor Day

Extend your beach season 
into the fall with soothing 
and warmer ocean waters 
at this Sunset Beach, NC 
vacation home. Furnished 3 
or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000. 
Newly remodeled, bright 
and airy beach island home 
on a secluded area of the is-
land surrounded by views of 
the canal, marsh and ocean 
inlet. Sit on one of the newly 
built front porches (1 
screened) and capture a 
gorgeous sunrise with your 
morning coffee or unwind 
with friends in the evening 
on the back deck and experi-
ence stunning sunset views. 
Whether you're looking for 
an investment property with 
excellent rental history, a 
vacation home on a unique 
island, or a little bit of both, 
this is the house for you.

Sunset Beach, a small barri-
er reef island 2 1/2 miles 
long and 1/3 mile wide, is 
quiet and family oriented and 
only 30 minutes from Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina. Call 
Carly or David at 336-282-
1870 for more details

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

29 Misc. for Sale

DRAPERIES/
WINDOW TREATMENTS 

Custom made pinch pleated 
drapes, valances, swags, 
French Provential pattern, 
suitable dining rm, family 
rm, breakfast, kitchen, lrg 
windows perfect cond. call 
for sizes 703-915-5535 

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

As I watched Paul Pierce and Ray Allen
hoist the Boston Celtic’s 17th NBA/World
Championship banner to the rafters on TNT
Tuesday evening, Oct. 28, the first ever in the
“new” Boston Garden, (presently known as
the TD Banknorth Garden), it reminded me,
as sports often does, of my recently deceased
father. (Dec. 2, 2008 will be the three-year
anniversary of his death.)

As is the case between many parents and
their children, sports was our bond. My father
was the father who showed up to all his sons’
little league, junior high school, high school
and Babe Ruth-league games. He was the
well -behaved model of parental involvement
and decorum. Everyone knew him. He would
encourage me before, during and after
games, sometimes from his seat in the stands,
and other times from even closer. Often,
between innings, he would walk down to the
team’s bench, pat me on the back, and offer
some words of wisdom: stop dragging my
right leg, (I was a right-handed pitcher), keep
my eye on the target, try to take a deep
breath between pitches, etc. My father was
the consummate professional (for lack of a
better phrase) father; he was always there,
always where he needed to be, and always
what I expected and wanted him to be.

And while growing up, where my father,
brother and I were every year around this
time (the beginning of the NBA season), was
in the old (“venerable” as it was so often
described) Boston Garden for the first Sunday
afternoon game of the season (my father’s
only off day). Typically, this game would be
versus the Philadelphia 76ers, that meant Bill
Russell against Wilt Chamberlain, with
supporting casts of Hall of Famers and All
Stars too numerous to mention. As a little
boy, as a Boston sports’ fan, going to a Boston
Celtic’s game against our arch rivals, was as
good as it could possibly be. How he got
tickets, I’ll never know.

I can still remember being on the court
and walking underneath the Celtic’s basket,
holding my father’s hand and tilting my head
up to see Bill Russell, all six foot nine of him,
his goatee unmistakable in the glare of the
stadium’s klieg lights; he seemed like he was
10 feet tall, just like my father always did.

Never more than when he was dying,
slowly, the debilitating affects of multiple
strokes and old age gradually taking their
destructive toll. For the last few years of my
father’s life, physically, he was not the man
he would have wanted to be; he suffered
indignities not uncommon to people
requiring 24-hour care. But through it all, he
never lost his sense of humor and never
stopped caring about my mother, my brother
and myself; always asking how we were
doing, in spite of how difficult it was for him
to express his thoughts. And even though the
family’s focus was almost entirely on him (for
the three years between his first stroke and
his last day), he never made it about him. He
did whatever he could, limited as he was by
his circumstances, to make it about us, just as
he had done all those many years ago when
he would get tickets for the Celtic’s first
Sunday afternoon game of the season.

My father owned a jewelry store in
downtown Boston. He worked Monday
through Saturday and a few nights in
between. He left after breakfast (the years
when he wasn’t driving the neighborhood
kids to elementary school) and came home in
time for dinner. Sundays were his only day of
rest. However, what he did with one of the
first Sundays in the fall was to take his two
sons to the Boston Garden to see the
perennial World Champion, Boston Celtics. It
wasn’t exactly a schlep, but neither was it a
simple undertaking, and he did it for years;
all the time, whenever he could, however he
could; he’d arrange it, that was my father.

When I see those Championship banners
hanging from the rafters at the TD Banknorth
Garden, I see my father’s face up there as
well, because that’s what he was, a World
Champion dad.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

A Banner
Memory

By KENNETH B. LOURIE
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